
ROTH VATHANA
#693, Street Tonle Sap, Sangkat Chroy Changva, Khan Chroy Changva, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

(+855) 12 252 645 � r.tmsvathana@gmail.com � LinkedIn: Vathana Roth � Twitter: Jason Roth

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE

10 years of work experience with international organisations and research institutions since graduation,
almost all of which have been in research. I have comprehensive and advanced knowledge in quantitative
research methods and the use of statistical software and tools, together with skills to manage, analyse
and interpret complex nationally representative cross–sectional and panel survey data. Inter-personal
skills and the ability to work independently and/or as a team are what I am capable of.

EDUCATION

Master of Economics in Economic Development and Policies 2007 - 2009
Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies
Kobe University, Japan

Bachelor of Economics in Finance and Banking 2002 - 2006
Department of Economics
Royal University of Law and Economics
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Bachelor of Art in Teaching English as a Foreign Language 2002 - 2006
Institute of Foreign Languages
Royal University of Phnom Penh
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

TECHNICAL STRENGTHS AND LANGUAGE

Modeling methods OLS, PSM, DiD & penal and synthetic panel
Data analysis tools Stata, SPSS, LATeX, Excel, R (intermediate), Python (intermediate)
CAPI data collection KoBo ToolBox, CSPro (beginner), Survey Solutions (intermediate)
Foreign Language English (fluent in speaking, reading and writing)

EXPERIENCE

Research Advisor and Consultant February 2022—

· Provide research consulting services to clients, some of which are research design, data collection, data
cleaning and analysis and report writing.

· Provide advice on research design.

· Provide data cleansing services and consultation on data management.

Director, Center for Development Economics and Trade, Cambodia Development Re-
source Institute 2020 - January 2022

· Oversee research and operation activities of the center, including, but not limited to, research design,
quality assurance, strategic planning, budgeting and resource mobilisation.

· Participate in regular management and research management committee meetings to discuss institu-
tional research and operation matters. For instance, Currently, I am a member of the Internal Policy
Committee, one of the main responsibilities of the committee is to review and update internal policies
of the institute before getting endorsement and approval from the Executive Director.
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· Represent the institute and the unit in workshops, local and international conferences, and policy
dialogue forums.

· Oversee publication of knowledge products produced by Unit’s researchers.

· Conduct performance appraisals for the Center’s researchers.

Head of Economics Unit, Cambodia Development Resource Institute 2019 - 2020

· Oversee research and operation activities of the unit, including, but not limited to, research design,
quality assurance, strategic planning, budgeting and resource mobilisation.

· Participate in regular management and research management committee meetings to discuss institu-
tional research and operation matters. For instance, Currently, I am a member of the Internal Policy
Committee, one of the main responsibilities of the committee is to review and update internal policies
of the institute before getting endorsement and approval from the Executive Director.

· Represent the institute and the unit in workshops, local and international conferences, and policy
dialogue forums.

· Oversee publication of knowledge products produced by Unit’s researchers.

· Conduct performance appraisals for the Unit’s researchers.

Research Fellow, Cambodia Development Resource Institute 2011 - Present

· Participate in project planning, budgeting, and staffing; and leading the design and development of
research projects.

· Participate in project planning, budgeting, and staffing; and leading the design and development of
research projects.

· Direct and organize research activities to ensure the work progress on schedule and within budget.

· Take ownership and responsibility for the dissemination of research findings

· Check, proofread, and provide suggestions in relation to translations of English publications.

· Coach and mentor research assistants, and seeking guidance from experts or research advisers as ap-
propriate.

· Take part in networking, consulting, and partnership building with government counterparts, NGOs,
donor agencies and other research institutions in and outside Cambodia.

Staff Representative, Cambodia Development Resource Institute 2014 - 2019

· Represent the voice of staff at the Board of Directors meeting, held bi-annually in August and March
of every year.

· Part-take in strategic discussion of the institute at the Board of Directors meetings.

· Bridge staff members and senior management (i.e., Executive Director, Director of Research and Senior
Administrative and Finance Manager) to resolve concerns and to bring workplace harmony.

Lecturer of Economics, Department of International Studies, Royal University of Phnom
Penh, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 2011 - Present

· Teach a range of economics subjects some of which are microeconomics, macroeconomics and develop-
ment economics.

· Part-take in curriculum design of economics subjects.

Young Professional Officer, United Nations Development Programme, Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia 2009 - 2011

· Assist Deputy Country Director (Program) in performing administrative and substantive aspects related
to program planning and implementation.

· Develop a brief guideline on how to organize events to be used by program team.
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· Document and design Resource Mobilization Strategy to be used by the Country Office.

· Actively involve and support senior management in the preparation of office budget.

· Coordinate with Assistant Country Directors (ACDs) during formulation process of Country Program
Action Plan, for instance, consolidate inputs on stakeholder engagement strategy.

· Undertake regular Client Satisfaction Survey among program implementer, practitioners and recipients.

Lecturer of English, Institute of Foreign Languages, Royal University of Phnom Penh,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 2006 - 2007

TRAINEE

Online Training Course on Survey Solutions for Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI),
Asian Development Bank and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 15 March
2021 to 7 May 2021.

Training on presentation skills, Cambodia Development Resource Institute, Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
10–11 July 2017.

Child Poverty Training, calculation of multi–dimensional poverty index, organised by UNICEF, Sunway,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 5–9 June 2017.

Study visit to Laval University, January 19–February 08, 2014, Quebec, Canada

Training workshops on micro–econometric modelling, organised by Partnership for Economic Policy in
its 10th General Meeting, Cape Town, South Africa, 2–6 May 2013.

Training on RMSM-X Macroeconomic Projection Model, organised by the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank and the Supreme National Economic Council, 30 January – 3 February, 2012,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Training on Economic Modelling for Environmental and Natural Resource Management for South-
east Asian Researchers, 4–15 July 2011 at Center for Economic and Development Studies, Bandung,
Indonesia.

CDRI–DRF Training in Research Project Development and Management, 25 April–August 2011, Cam-
bodia Development Resource Institute, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

TRAINER

1. Understanding Poverty Dynamics in Cambodia, under “Understanding the community context
and student vision: What is the reality of education here in Cambodia? What are the personal,
school level, and systemic challenges facing our students? What are their predictable futures?
What is our vision for an alternative future for these students, and what goals must we set for
that to be achieved? organised by Teach For Cambodia, Phnom Penh, September 15, 2018.

2. The training on “the calculation of poverty rate in Cambodia”, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, July–
September 2017. The training course was conducted for a number of officials at the Ministry of
Planning who are involved in national poverty calculation and assessment.

WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES

Synthesis and Preliminary Research Findings Workshop on “The Impacts of ACFTA on Agribusiness
Development in the Mekong Countries”, Vientiane, Laos, 15–16 August 2019.

Technical workshop on Contract Farming, IPSART, Hanoi, Vietnam, 4–7 April 2019.
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Dialogue session with participants of the Singapore Foreign Service Basic Programme (FSBP), Embassy
of the Republic of Singapore, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 19 March 2019.

Joint seminar on “An overview of microfinance and its impacts on borrowers’ wellfare in Cambodia”,
Cambodia Development Resource Institute, Cambodia, 25 January 2019.

Workshop on Labor Market Reform, organised by Centre for Economic and Social Development, Thin-
gaha Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, September 20, 2018.

A regional conference on Agriculture and Rural Transformation in Asia: Past Experiences and Future
Opportunities, Bangkok, Thailand, 12–14 December 2017.

International Workshop on Policy Development Research in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS),
Bank of Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand, 11–13 May 2017.

Book Launch for the Interrelation between Public Policies, Migration and Development in Cambodia,
Cambodiana, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 27 April 2017.

Technical workshop on “Better Job Prospects for Young, Low-skilled and Women Workers inthe Mekong
Region”, under the Greater Mekong Sub-region Research Network Initiative, Bangkok, Thailand, 23–25
November 2016.

The launch of the final report on “the Interrelation between public policies, migration and development”,
the OECD Development Centre and the European Commission, Paris, France, 13–14 October 2016.

Annual Conference on “Growth and employment for shared prosperity and social resilience”, organised
by the Partnership for Economic Policy, Manila, Philippines, 4-8 June, 2016.

SUMERNET Partners’ Meeting and Regional Assessment Synthesis Workshop, Sunway, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, 29–30 March 2017.

National Conference on “The Development of Microfinance in Cambodia”, organised by the National
Bank of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 14–15 March, 2016.

National conference on “Integration of ASEAN Economic Community 2015: Challenges and Opportu-
nities for SME sector in Cambodia”, organised by United Nations Industrial Development Organisation
with other partners, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December16–17, 2014.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Alternate member, representing the Cambodia Development Resource Institute in the Cambodia Pro-
ductivity Committee, Ministry of Economy and Finance.

Technical Working Group on Poverty (TWG-P) of the Ministry of Planning, Cambodia

Alternate member, representing the Cambodia Development Resource Institute, in the Advisory Com-
mittee on Industrial Development Plan of the Council for the Development of Cambodia, Cambodia

CDRI’s focal person for the Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade, UNESCAP, Thailand

Partnership for Economic Policy, Nairobi, Kenya

The Greater Mekong Subregion Research Network (GMS-Net), Cambodia

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES

Roth, Vathana and Luca Tiberti. 2017. Economic Effects of Migration on the Left-Behind in Cambo-
dia.” Journal of Development Studies, 53(11): 1787-1805.

EDITED BOOKS
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Roth, Vathana, ed. 2019. Job Prospect for Youth, Low-skilled and Women Workers in the Greater
Mekong Subregion. Phnom Penh: Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

WORKING PAPERS AND OTHERS

Cambodia Development Resource Institute and Cambodia Academy of Digital Technology. 2021. De-
mand for and Supply of Digital Skills in Cambodia. Phnom Penh: CADT.

Roth, Vathana and Tong Kimsun. 2020. Income diversification strategies under common property
resources constraints in Cambodia [Manuscript submitted for publication]. Cambodia Development
Resource Institute, Phnom Penh.

United Nations Development Programme and Cambodia Development Resource Institute. 2019. Eco-
nomic Return to Investment in Education and TVET: Micro and Macro Perspectives. Phnom Penh:
UNDP.

Chhem, Rethy, Ouch Chandarany, Song Sopheak, Vathana Roth, Srang Sarot, and Liv Yi. 2018.
Industry 4.0: Prospects and Challenges for Cambodia’s Manufacturing Sector. Research Brief, Phnom
Penh: Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

Kate, Bird, Vathana Roth and Vidya Diwakar. 2018. Resilience and Sustainable Poverty Escape in
Rural Cambodia. London: Chronic Poverty Advisory Network.

Roth, Vathana, Abdelkrim Araar, Sry Bopharath and Dalis Phann. 2017. The dynamics of microcredit
borrowings in Cambodia. A Working Paper, Partnership for Economic Policy.

OECD/Cambodia Development Resource Institute. 2017. Interrelations between Public Policies, Mi-
gration and Development in Cambodia. OECD Development Pathways, OECD Publishing, Paris.

Roth, Vathana, Hing Vutha, Phann Dalis and Sum Sreymom. 2015. Estimating the Economic Effects
of Remittances on the Left-Behind in Cambodia. A Working Paper, Partnership for Economic Policy.

Oh, Sung-Youn and Vathana Roth. 2015. Securing SME-Support System (SME Promotion: Capacity
Building, Incentives and Diagnostics). Seoul: Korean Development Institute.

Roth, Vathana and Lun Pide. 2015. “Inclusive Development in Basic Education and Health in Cambo-
dia”, in CDRI (2015), Health and Education in Greater Mekong Subregion: Policies, Institutions and
Practices. Phnom Penh: Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

Lun, Pide and Vathana Roth. 2014. SME Survey. Phnom Penh: JICA/MIME.

Roth, Vathana and Lun Pide. 2014. “Inclusive Development in Cambodia: An Assessment”, in
CDRI (2014), Inclusive Development in the Greater Mekong Subregion: An Assessment. Phnom Penh:
Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

Roth, Vathana. 2012. Sectoral Composition of China’s Economic Growth, Poverty Reduction and
Inequality: Development and Policy Implications for Cambodia. Working Paper Series No. 68, Phnom
Penh: Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

MAIN RESEARCH PROJECTS

The Impact of COVID-19 on Inclusive Development and Democratic Governance: Rapid
and Post-Pandemic Assessment in the Mekong Subregion 2020 - 2023

· Provide a rapid-response and post-assessment of socio-economic impacts of Covid-19 pandemic—focusing
on, but not limited to, effectiveness and efficiency of macro-economic responses (fiscal side), trade and
investment, labour market, the impact on business operations and profitability of enterprises and their
mitigation strategies, household poverty and vulnerability.
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· Investigate possible recovery pathway resting on the principle of sustainable and inclusive development.

· Enhance partnerships and policy engagements with government ministries and private sector entities,
working specifically with women-led associations, to communicate and exchange information for effective
and timely responses to the pandemic.

Digital Skills Assessment Survey 2020 - 2021

· Understand the current ICT job markets in Cambodia including common positions and skills needs by
employers, position requirements, and salaries offered.

· Identify challenges faced by the private sector to recruit qualified ICT staff.

· Identify the existing mechanisms that deal with the challenges of recruiting qualified ICT staff.

· Identify the ICT-related subjects and skills that universities/TVET institutions offer to students, skills
students acquired during the program.

· Examine challenges and concerns ICT students are facing in career advancement.

· Investigate how these universities/TVET institutions support students in advance to professional ca-
reers.

· Identify support and challenges faced by universities to produce qualified ICT students and how uni-
versities/TVET institutions tackle these challenges.

· Assess the labour market outcomes of ICT students in comparison to non-ICT students.

Non-tariff Measures and Agricultural Trade between China and the Greater Mekong
Subregion Countries: A Value Chain Analysis 2018 - 2020

· Investigate cross-border trade of agricultural commodities between Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thai-
land and Vietnam and China using Value Chain Analysis framework.

· Provide a policy dialogue forum for policy makers of these countries to interact and seek solutions to
ease trade restrictions (tariffs and non-tariffs).

· Enhance people-to-people exchange of researchers and policymakers between the Mekong countries and
China.

The Contributions of ASEAN-China FTA to Cambodia’s Agricultural Trade 2019

· Advise the research team on the conceptual framework and estimattion strategy.

· Participate in secondary data collection (macro and micro).

· Present the draft report at the Economic Research Institute for Industry and Trade, Laos.

Improving Job Prospects of Young, Women and Low-skilled Workers in the Greater
Mekong Subregion 2015 - 2018

· Develop policy options, new practices and institutional arrangements for more jobs with better working
conditions, especially in the context of the ASEAN Economic Community.

· Examine the current role of the private sector in job creation (labour market demand) and workforce
skills development (labour market supply).

· Promote young regional talent to lead policy research and reform options.

Survey of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises on TVET, Business Skills and Business
Environment in Battambang Province 2019

· What are challenges micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in Battambang province face
in terms of recruitment of employees, the use of and access to TVET skills and in-house training?

· What are demand and supply opportunities for business skills education for firms and its owners/managers
in the province?

· How does business environment affect firms’ future investment prospects, profitability and labour pro-
ductivity?
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Poverty Dynamics: Research analysis on Cambodia Country Case Study 2017 - 2018

· Expand our understanding of the drivers of sustained and transitory poverty escapes, in addition to
those of chronic poverty, across contexts and to draw out policy and programing implications which
will contribute to USAID’s overall mandate of ending extreme poverty.

· Analyze panel data to determine drivers of transitory and sustained poverty escapes and to examine
the heterogeneity of ‘near poor’ households and their likelihood of falling into poverty.

The Dynamics of Household Borrowings in Cambodia 2015 - 2016

· Impact assessment of microcredit participation on welfare of borrowing households.

· Investigation of multiple sources of borrowing particularly from formal and informal sources.

· Assessment of gender role in credit borrowing.

· Investigation of heterogeneous effects of microcredit participation.

Estimating the economic effects of emigration and remittances on the left-behind 2014 -
2015

· Impact assessment of emigration and remittances on the livelihood of the left-behind members.

· Outcome variables measured include: a class of poverty measures, total expenditure and hours worked
by left-behind members.

· Investigation of heterogeneous effects of emigration and remittances by household welfare, propensity
to migrate, length of migration and size of migration.

The Greater Mekong Subregion Development Research Network 2014 - 2015

· Situational analysis of education and health systems in the Mekong countries.

· Analysis of the role of institutions in enhancing effectiveness of coverage of education and health services.

· Investigation of inequality of opportunities in education and health access using the Human Opportunity
Index (HOI).

Economic growth, Inequality and Poverty Reduction 2011 - 2014

· A stock-taking exercise on the relation between growth, inequality and poverty results of which would
be lessons learnt for Cambodia’s poverty reduction strategies.

· An Assessment of the pro-poorness of Cambodia’s economic growth using Kakwani’s pro-poor index
on consumption and non-consumption indicators.

· Measurement of consumption and non-consumption inequality.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Financial Economics & Economic Growth
Microfinance and financial technology (FinTech) and its impacts
Drivers of growth and the nexus of growth, poverty and inequality

Private Sector Development
Issues and challenges domestic and foreign small and medium enterprises are facing in their operation

Rural Development
Migration and its impacts on households, individuals left-behind and community of origin

Impact Evaluation
Experimental and quasi-experimental approaches in causality studies
Enthusiast in big data analytics and machine learning in applied economics

REFEREES
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Dr TONG Kimsun Mr HING Vutha
Economist Former Head of Economics Unit
World Bank Cambodia Development Resource Institute
Mobile: +855 12 252 001 Email: hingvutha@gmail.com
Email: ktong@worldbank.org

Mr Larry STRANGE Dr NEAK Chandarith
Senior Counsel Head
Sok Xing & Hwang Department of International Studies
Mobile: +855 12 333 404 Royal University of Phnom Penh
Email: larry.strange@sxhlaw.com Mobile: +855 12 836 804

Email: chandarithneak@gmail.com
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