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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Levison S. Chiwaula 

Professor of Economics, University of Malawi 

 

University of Malawi       

P.O. Box 280      Mobile: +265 888 323 505 

Zomba      Email: lchiwaula@yahoo.co.uk 

MALAWI       lschiwaula@unima.ac.mw 

        
 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS  

1. 2009 PhD in Economics (Suma cum laude), Leibniz University of  

 Hannover, Germany  

2. 2003 Master of Arts in Economics, University of Malawi, Malawi  

3. 2001 BSc in Agriculture (Agricultural Economics) with Distinction,  

 University of Malawi, Malawi. 

 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

1. 2018 Certificate in Policy Impact Analysis, University of Laval, Canada 

2. 2014 Certificate in Evaluation of Training Programs, IZA/DFID/AERC, Nairobi, 

Kenya  

3. 2012 Advanced Methods for Cost-Effectiveness Analysis: Meeting  Decision 

Makers’ Requirements, Centre for Health Economics,  University of York, York, 

UK.  

 

CAREER HISTORY  

1. July 2021 to Date   Professor of Economics, University of Malawi  

2. October 2022 to Date Research Director, MwAPATA InsƟtute  

3. 2016 to June 2021   Associate Professor of Economics, University  

        of Malawi, Malawi  
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4. 2011 – 2016     Senior Lecturer in Economics, University of   

        Malawi, Malawi  

5. 2003 – 2011     Lecturer in Economics, University of Malawi,   

        Malawi  

6. 2006 – 2009     Research Associate, InsƟtute of Development  

        and Agricultural Economics, Leibniz University  

        of Hannover, Germany   

7. 2001       Secondary School Teacher, Domasi Mission   

        Secondary School, Zomba, Malawi  
 

 

MANAGERIAL/LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE   

1. 10/2022 to 09/24  Research Director, MwAPATA InsƟtute, Malawi  

2. 2021 – to 2022  Dean of Postgraduate Studies, University of   

      Malawi.  

3. 2019 to 2022   Member, Monetary Policy CommiƩee, Reserve Bank  

      of Malawi  

4. 2017 – 2019   Head, Department of Economics, University of   

      Malawi  

5. 2017 – 2019   Member, Academic Advisory Board, African Economic  

      Research ConsorƟum (AERC), Nairobi, Kenya, 2017 to  

      2019.  

6. 2014 – 2016   Councilor,  Mzuzu University Council. 

7. 2014 – 2016   Board Member, Partnership for Africa's Next    

      GeneraƟon  of Academics (PANGeA), University of   

      Stellenbosch, South Africa.  

8. 2013 – 2016   Dean of Social Science, Faculty of Social Sciences,   

      Chancellor College, University of Malawi  

9. 2012 – 2013   Deputy Dean of Social Science, Faculty of Social   

      Sciences, Chancellor College, University of Malawi  
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10. 2010 – 2012   Deputy Head, Department of Economics, Chancellor  

      College, University of Malawi  
 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS AWARDED 

1. Principal Investigator: Productivity Impact of Integrating Soil Fertility Management 

Interventions (SFMIs) in Input Subsidy Programs (ISPs): Evidence from a Randomized 

Controlled Trial in Malawi. Budget US$99,000. Funded by Partnerships for Economic 

Policy (PEP). 

2. Principal Investigator/Project Leader: Assessing the resilience of the fish value chain 

to the COVID-19 pandemic in Malawi. A collaboration of the Malawi Government’s 

Department of Fisheries, World Fish, FDH Bank, and Chancellor College. Date: 

August 2020 to January 2021. Budget CAD 102, 000. Funded by the Cultivate Africa 

for the Future (CultiAF) fund through IDRC, Nairobi, Kenya 

3. Principal Investigator/Project Leader: Gender Inclusive Financing for Scaling up 

Improved Fish Processing Technologies in Malawi. A collaboration of the Malawi 

Government’s Department of Fisheries, World Fish, FDH Bank, and Chancellor 

College. Date: October 2018 to March 2021. Budget: CAD 624, 200. Funded by the 

Cultivate Africa for the Future (CultiAF) fund through IDRC, Nairobi, Kenya 

4. Principal Investigator/Project Leader: Can Mobile Money Induce Financial and 

Entrepreneurial Behaviors of Members of Village Savings and Loan Associations in 

Rural Malawi? Date: August 2018 to August 2019. Budget: US$ 47, 000. Funded by 

Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Nairobi, Kenya. 

5. Team Leader: A Comparative Assessment of the Impacts of Malawi Farm Input 

Subsidy and Irrigation Policies on Child Nutrition Status.  2018 to 2019. Funded by 

the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC). Budget US$12,000.00 

6. Social Scientist: Water Sustainable Point of Use Treatment Technologies 

(WATERSPOUTT). 2016-2020. Implemented through WASHTED at the Polytechnic. 

Total Project Budget  - €3,571,945.83. Funded by the European Union 
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7. Principal Investigator/Project Leader: Improved processing and marketing of 

healthy fish products in inland fisheries in Malawi. A collaboration of Malawi 

Government’s Department of Fisheries, World Fish and Chancellor College. Date: 

October 2014 to October 2017. Budget: CAD 1, 231, 000. Funded by the Cultivate 

Africa for the Future (CultiAF) fund  

8. Co-Investigator (Health Economist): Improving uptake and retention in PMTCT 

services through novel approaches in family-supported care and in community peer 

outreach support in Malawi. A collaboration of the University of Malawi (Chancellor 

College and College of Medicine), The Lighthouse Trust, Dignitas International, UNC 

Project, Mothers to Mothers, and MSH. Date: 9/2012 to 8/2015. Total Project 

Budget: USD 3,498,000. Funded by WHO. 

9.  Researcher/Country Health Economist: Optimising Clinical Care, Treatment 

Strategies and Use of Laboratories for ART Roll Out in Africa. A multinational project 

coordinated by UK’s MRC CTU and is implemented in Malawi, Zimbabwe, and 

Uganda. Budget (Malawi) – USD 350,364. Funded by DFID. 

10. Researcher: Community-Based Systems in HIV Treatment (COBASYS). 2011-2013.  

Total Project Budget – € 994,903. Euro Funded by EU’s ACP S&T Grant.  

11. Food Security Expert. Participatory Geographic Information System (P-GIS) for 

enhancing food security and building resilience to climate change (P-GIS). 2010-

2013. Funded by LEAD. 

12. Researcher: Child Labour and Poverty Linkages: A Micro Analysis from Malawian 

Data. 2008. Funded be AERC . Budget – US$12,000 

 

SELECTED CONSULTANCIES 

1. Senior Researcher – Living Income Study in Malawi. Anker Research Institute 
2. Impact Evaluation Team Leader - USAID/DRC Mission Strategic Support Platform 

(MSSP) P-DEC Evaluation, Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo(DRC).  

3. Senior Evaluation Consultant - Malawi– Impact Evaluation of irrigation 

development. African Development Bank. Ivory Coast.  
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4. Team Leader - Measuring Household Income Among Smallholder Tobacco Farmers 

in Central Malawi.  Funded by Phillip Morris International, South Africa 

5. Researcher/Team Member – Consultancy on Study on the Socio-Economic Impact 

of Covid-19 Outbreak in Malawi. 2020. Funded by UNDP, Malawi. 

6. Member/Researcher - Living Wages Committee, Malawi Tea 2020 Programme, 2017 

to date. Funded by IDH- The Sustainable Trade Initiative, Netherlands. 

7. Consultant/International Backstopping Expert: Living Income Benchmark Study for 

Cocoa Growing Regions of Côte d’Ivoire. 2018. Funded by GIZ, Bonn, Germany. 

8. Consultant/Researcher: Living incomes for tea workers and farmers in East Africa 

Project. Assessing the living income situation of smallholder tea farmers in Malawi. 

2017.  Funded by GIZ, Lilongwe, Malawi. 

 

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 

1. Munthali, M. G., Nankwenya, B., Nyirenda, Z., Chilora, L., Chiwaula, L., Chirombo, B., 

& Troosters, W. (2025). Unlocking youth opportunities in the forest sector: The role 

of green jobs in generating youth employment in Malawi. Forest Policy and 

Economics, 179, 103625. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2025.103625 

2.  Gondwe, A., Chilora, L. K., Chiwaula, L., & Goeb, J. (2025). Assessment of agricultural 

diversification strategies and rural household food security in Malawi. Scientific 

African, 30, e02952. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciaf.2025.e02952 

3. Nyirenda, H.R.; Katundu, M.C., Chiwaula, L.C., Katola, A. (2024). Socio-economic 

factors affecting the uptake of fish solar tent dryers in the Lake Chilwa Basin. Malawi 

Journal of Science and Technology, 16(2): 19 -41 

4. Munthali, M.G., Chilora, L., Wineman, A., Nankwenya, B., Chiwaula, L., Muyanga, M. 

(2024). Productivity and profitability of small-scale aquaculture in Malawi. Agrekon, 

1 -24 

5. Mulagha-Maganga, A. Chiwaula, LS, Kambewa, P. And  Ngaiwi, ME. (2024). A 

Ricardian analysis of the economic impacts of climate change on agricultural 
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production in the low-income agrarian economy: Estimates from Malawi's 2010–

2019 LSMS longitudinal data. Journal of Agriculture and Food Research, 15. 

6. Pakwanja Twea, David Watkins, Ole Frithjof Norheim, Boston Munthali, Sven Young, 

Levison Chiwaula, Gerald Manthalu, Dominic Nkhoma, Peter Hangoma (2024). The 

economic costs of orthopaedic services: a health system cost analysis of tertiary 

hospitals in a low-income country. Health Economics Review, 14(1): 1 -13 

7. Hunga, H., Chiwaula, L., Katundu, M. (2023). The Seed Sector Development in Low-

income Countries: Lessons from the Malawi Seed Sector Policy Process. Frontiers in 

Sustainable Food Systems, section Social Movements, Institutions and Governance 

8. Salima, W., Manja,L.P.,  Chiwaula, L.S., Chirwa, G.C. (2023).  The impact of credit 

access on household food security in Malawi. Journal of Agriculture and Food 

Research, 11. 

9. Hunga, H., Chiwaula, L., Katundu, M. (2022). The Role of Policy Networks in Policy 

Processes in Developing Countries: The Case of Harmonised Seed Regulations in 

Malawi. World Food Policy. 

10. Matita, M., Chiwaula, L., Chirwa, E.W., Mazalale, J., Walls, H., (2022). Subsidizing 

improved legume seeds for increased household dietary diversity: Evidence from 

Malawi’s Farm Input Subsidy Programme with implications for addressing 

malnutrition in all its forms. Food Policy 

11. Chirwa, G.C., and Chiwaula, L.S., 2022. Socioeconomic inequalities in household 

resilience capacity in the context of COVID-19 in the fisheries sector in Malawi. 

Agrekon 61 (3), 266-281 

12. Chiwaula, L.S., Chirwa, G.C., Simbeye, J., Katundu, M. (2022). Household resilience 

among fish value chain actors during the COVID-19 pandemic in Malawi. World 

Development Perspectives 

13. Maganga, AM., Chiwaula, L., Kambewa, P. (2021). Parametric and non-parametric 

estimates of willingness to pay for weather index insurance in Malawi. International 

Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 62(2):102406 
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14. Maganga, AM., Chiwaula, L., Kambewa, P. (2021). Climate induced vulnerability to 

poverty among smallholder farmers: Evidence from Malawi. World Development 

Perspectives, (21) 

15. Torell, E.C., Jamu, D.M., Kanyerere, G.Z., Chiwaula, L. et al (2020). Assessing the 

economic impacts of post-harvest fisheries losses in Malawi. World Development 

Perspectives, (19). 

16. Morse, T., Luwe, K. Lungu, K., Chiwaula, L. et al (2020). A transdisciplinary 

methodology for introducing SODIS to rural communities in Malawi – formative 

research findings. Integrated Environmental Assessment and Management. 14pp 

17. Chiwaula, L.S., Kawiya, C. Kambewa, P. (2020). Evaluating economic viability of large 

fish solar tent dryers. Agricultural Research. 9(2):270–276 

18. Chirwa GC, Mazalale J, Likupe G, Nkhoma D, Chiwaula L, Chintsanya J (2019). An 

evolution of socioeconomic related inequality in teenage pregnancy and 

childbearing in Malawi. PLoS ONE 14(11): e0225374. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal. pone.0225374 

19. Mwatsika, C., Kambewa, P. and Chiwaula, L. (2018). Untangling the concept of 

entrepreneurship towards a common perspective. African Journal of Business 

Management, 12(14): 451-470. 

20. Abongomera, G., Chiwaula, L., et al (2018). Patient level benefits associated with 

decentralization of antiretroviral therapy services to primary health facilities in 

Malawi and Uganda. International Health, 10(1):8-19 

21. Chiwaula, L.S., Chirwa, G.C., Binauli, L.S., Banda, J,  Nagoli, J. (2018).  Gender 

Differences in Willingness to Pay for Capital Intensive Agricultural Technologies: the 

case of Fish Solar Tent Dryers in Malawi. Journal of Agricultural and Food Economics, 

6(1). 

22. Hosseinipour, M., …Chiwaula, L. et al., (2017). Viral Suppression and HIV Drug 

Resistance at 6 Months Among Women in Malawi’s Option B+ Program: Results from 

the PURE Malawi Study. Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes , 75(S2): 

S149–S155. 
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23. Phiri, S.,   Chiwaula, L., et al., (2017). Impact of Facility- and Community-Based Peer 

Support Models on Maternal Uptake and Retention in Malawi’s Option B+ HIV 

Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission Program: A 3-Arm Cluster Randomized 

Controlled Trial (PURE Malawi), Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 

75 (S2):S140–S148) 

24. With Banda, J. et al. (2017). Nutritional, Microbial and Sensory Quality of Solar Tent 

Dried (Samva Nyengo) and Open Sun Dried Copadichromis virginalis-Utaka (Pisces; 

Cichlidae). International Journal of Marine Science, 7(11): 95 - 100 

25. Abongomera, G. et al., (2017). Impact of decentralization of Antiretroviral Therapy 

services on HIV testing and care at population level in Agago District in rural 

Northern Uganda: Results from the Lablite population surveys. International Health, 

9(2):91-99. 

26. Mchenga, M., Chijere Chirwa G., Chiwaula, L. (2017). Impoverishing effects of 

catastrophic health expenditures in Malawi. International Journal for Equity in 

Health, 16(12). 

27. Cataldo F, et al., (2017). Exploring the experiences of women and health care 

workers in the context of PMTCT Option B Plus in Malawi. Journal of Acquired 

Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 74(5): 517 -522. 

28. Nkhata, M.J., et al., (2016). Shifting Human Resources for Health in the Context of 

ART Provision: Qualitative and Quantitative Findings from the Lablite Baseline Study. 

BMC Health Services Research, 16(660) 

29. Chiwaula L.S., et al. (2016). Measuring and valuing informal care for economic 

evaluation of HIV/AIDS interventions: methods and application in Malawi. Value in 

Health Regional Issues, 10: 73-78 

30. Chiwaula, L.S., et al., 2016. The value of informal care in the context of option B+ in 

Malawi: a contingent valuation approach. BMC Health Services Research (2016) 

16:136 
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31. Abongomera, G., et al., (2015). Population level usage of health services, and HIV 

testing and care, prior to decentralization of antiretroviral therapy in Agago District 

in rural Northern Uganda. BMC Health Services Research, 15:527 

32. Chan, A.K. et al., 2014. The Lablite project: A cross-sectional mapping survey of 

decentralized HIV service provision in Malawi, Uganda and Zimbabwe. BMC Health 

Services Research, 14:352  

33. Rosenberg, N.E., et al., 2014. Improving PMTCT Uptake and Retention Services 

Through Novel Approaches in Peer-Based Family-Supported Care in the Clinic and 

Community: A 3-Arm Cluster Randomized Trial (PURE Malawi). JAIDS, 67:S114–S119  

34. O’Hare, BA, Makuta, I, Bar-Zeev N, Chiwaula L, Cobham A, 2014. An estimation of 

effect of illicit financial flows on time to reach the fourth Millennium Development 

Goal in Sub-Saharan Africa. Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine. 107(4):148-56  

35. O’Hare BA, Makuta I, Chiwaula L, Bar-Zeev N. 2013. Income and child mortality in 

developing countries: A systematic review and Meta-analysis. Journal of the Royal 

Society of Medicine, 106(10) 408–414.  

36. Chiwaula, L.S. 2013. Investigating the existence of interaction effects of household 

wealth and consumption poverty on child work decisions. Empirical Economics 

Letters, 12(6): 651-658  

37. BA O’Hare, N Bar-Zeev, L.S. Chiwaula, 2012. Economic growth and child health in 

Sub Saharan Africa. Viewpoint, Malawi Medical Journal; 24(4): 87-88  

38. Novignon, J., Novignon, R. Mussa, L.S. Chiwaula, 2012. Health and vulnerability to 

poverty in Ghana: evidence from the Ghana Living Standards Survey Round 5. Health 

Economics Review, 2012, 2:11  

39. Chiwaula, L.S, R. Witt and H. Waibel., 2011. An Asset-Based Approach to 

Vulnerability: The Case of Small-Scale Fishing Areas in Cameroon and Nigeria. Journal 

of Development Studies, 47(2): 338 - 353.  

40. Chiwaula, L.S., 2010. Child labour and poverty linkages: A micro analysis from rural 

Malawian data. African Economic Research Consortium Research(AERC) Research 

Paper Number 208  
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41. Chiwaula L.S. and B.M. Kaluwa, 2008. Household consumption of infant foods in two 

low-income districts in Malawi. Journal of International Development, 20: 686-697 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS 

1. Ndovi, T., Chirwa, G.C.; Chiwaula, L. 2025. An Examination of Inequality of 

Opportunity in the Use of Family Planning Services Among Women in Malawi. The 

Palgrave Handbook of Global Social Problems. 

2. Chiwaula, L.S. and Winiko, S. (2024). Malawi’s Secondary School Education System 

and Intergenerational poverty. In Chavula et al. Oxford Handbook of the Malawian 

Economy, page 291  

3. Weatherly, HLA, Faria, R, Rollinger, A, Van den Berg, B, Chiwaula, L, Kingkwae, P, 

Mejía, A, Seeley, J, Settumba, S & SAX, S. 2020. Economic Evaluation of Social Care 

and Informal Care Interventions in Low- and Middle-Income Countries. in Global 

Health Economics - Shaping Healthcare Policy in Low- and Middle-Income 

countries. World Scientific Publishing Co Pte Ltd, pp. 133-154. 

4. Nagoli, J., Chiwaula, L., Jamu, D.  and Mwanza, P., 2018. Natural resource-based 

livelihoods in the context of climate change in the Lake Chilwa Basin. In: Chapter 4. 

Chiotha, S. ; Jamu, D. ; Nagoli, J. ; Likongwe, P. ; Chanyenga, T. (eds.) Socio-ecological 

resilience to climate change in a fragile ecosystem: The Case of the Lake Chilwa 

Basin, Malawi. London : Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group. pp. 79-100. 

5. Chiwaula, L.S., 2010. Household poverty and child labour decisions in Malawi: In 

Akee R, Edmonds E.V., and K. Tatsiramos. Child Labor and the Transition Between 

School and Work, Research in Labour Economics, 31:33-51  

 

WORKING PAPERS/TECHNICAL REPORTS  

1. Chiwaula, L., Cassim, L., and Manja, L. 2023. A Comparative Assessment of the 

Impacts of Malawi Farm Input Subsidy and Irrigation Policies on Child Nutrition 

Status. AERC Working Paper AFPON-005 
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2. Gondwe, A.., Nankwenya, B., Jayne, T.S., Burke, W.J., Muyanga, M., Chadza, W., 

Chiwaula,  2022. The Potential for Mega-Farms to Transform Malawian Agriculture. 

MwAPATA Institute Working Paper No. 22/01 

3. Munthali, M., Nyondo, C., Muyanga, M., Chimatiro, S., Chaweza, R., Chiwaula, L., 

Mwalwanda, T., and Zhuwao, F. 2021. Food Imports in Malawi: Trends, Drivers, and 

Policy Implications. MwAPATA Institute Working Paper No. 21/01. 

4. Banda J.J. 2021. Reducing postharvest losses through solar tent drying in Malawi’s 

fish value chain. 

5. Chiwaula, L., Matita, M., Kamwanja, T. Cassim, L., and Agurto, M. 2020. Combining 

Financial-Literacy Training and Text-Message Reminders to Influence Mobile-Money 

Use and Financial Behavior among Members of Village Savings and Loan 

Associations: Experimental Evidence from Malawi.  Partneship for Economic Policy 

Working Paper No. 2020-10.  

6. Nadzanja, T., Kambewa, P., and Chiwaula, L. 2018. Valuing and modelling willingness 

to pay for fish solar tent dryers and their attributes.  

7. Chiwaula, L.S. 2018. Living income among smallholder farmers: A user’s manual for 

conducting living and actual income studies. Research Report submitted to GIZ. 

8. Chiwaula, L.S., Zimba, R. and Phangaphanga, M., 2017. Living and actual incomes of 

smallholder tea farm households in Malawi. Research Report submitted to GIZ. 

9. Chiwaula, L.S., Zimba, R. and Phangaphanga, M., 2017. Establishing living income 

benchmark among smallholder farmers:  A proposed methodology and an 

application to smallholder tea farmers in Malawi. Research Report submitted to GIZ. 

10. Kambewa, P.S., R. Chaweza and L. Chiwaula., 2014. Tobacco Value Chain in Malawi: 

Implications of the Integrated Production System versus Traditional Auctioning 

System. Research Report Submitted to JTI on behalf of the Economics Association of 

Malawi.  

11. Chiwaula, L., Dobson, R., Elsley, S., 2014. Drumming Together for Change: A Child’s 

Right to Quality Care in Sub-Saharan Africa, Glasgow: SOS Children’s Villages 

International, CELCIS at the University of Strathclyde, University of Malawi.  
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12. Chiwaula, L., Daniel Jamu, Regson Chaweza, and Joseph Nagoli, 2013. The Structure 

and margins of the Lake Chilwa fisheries in Malawi: a value chain analysis. WorldFish 

Project Report 2012-12.  

13. Chilonda, P., Matchaya, G., Chiwaula, L., Kambewa, P., Musaba, E., Manyamba, C. 

2013. Agricultural growth trends and outlook for Southern Africa: Enhancing 

regional food security through increased agricultural productivity. ReSAKSS-SA 

Annual Trends and Outlook Report 2011. International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI) and the International Water Management Institute (IWMI).  

14. Chiwaula L., and Witt R. 2010. Technical Guidelines for the Economic Valuation of 

inland smallscale fisheries in developing countries, with input from Béné C., Ngoma 

P., Turpie J. and H. Waibel. Report for the project “Food security and poverty 

alleviation through improved valuation and governance of river fisheries in Africa” 

(WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia, 40 p. 

15. Kambewa, P.S. and Chiwaula, L.S. 2004. Assessment of information system activities 

relevant to vulnerability analysis in Malawi. Consultancy report submitted to the 

Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee, Ministry of Economic Planning and 

Development, Lilongwe. 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS MEMBERSHIP  

1. Economics Association of Malawi (ECAMA) 

2. Partnership for Economic Policy Network (PEP)  

3. African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) 

4. International AIDS Society (IAS) 

 

LANGUAGES  

Chichewa: Excellent speaking, listening, reading, and writing  

English: Excellent speaking, listening, reading, and writing  
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