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Profile

Currently working as a Research Economist at Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka. Around 18 years of experience in conducting economic policy related research on economics of education, labour and health. Experienced in quantitative data analysis with applying econometric evaluation techniques -- distributional analysis, quasi experimental methods, wealth index, equity in opportunity indices.

Education
· B.Sc. in Statistics, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka, 2000

· Masters in Economics, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka,  2010

Other Training
· Cost of the Diet – WFP Practitioners’ Training Programme, 25th-28th February 2019, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

· Distributional analysis, Tax progressivity analysis, Tax simulation, Poverty and Economic Policy Network, online training - resource person Abdelkrim Araar, University Laval, Qubec Canada 

Employment History
2015 – present 
Research Economist, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka

2006 -  2014

Research Officer, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka
2003 – 2006 

Research Assistant, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka 

2001 – 2003 

Statistical Officer, Telecommunication Regulatory Commission 

Research Consultancies (selected)

2018–2019 Lead consultant for World Bank Public Expenditure Review for Nutrition in Sri Lanka  

The public expenditure review (PER) for nutrition in Sri Lanka, to be undertaken by the World Bank aims to investigate whether the Government is spending appropriately on the priority nutrition specific and sensitive interventions specified in national policies and guidelines. 

2018 Principal Consultant to Save the Children for baseline survey on maternal, child health and nutrition 

Situational analysis to determine the estate community’s health and nutritional practices; assess the current policies and the level of utilization of available nutritional and child care services; and to identify entry points for addressing gaps and improving conditions.  
2016-2017 Consultant for ADB on “Skills & Education” in Employment Diagnostics Study (EDS) Sri Lanka. 
The study analysis key issues on skills and education in Sri Lanka with discussing existing skills and higher education system, access to skills and higher education, skills mismatch and skilled labour shortages. 

2014 Consultant for European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM), Overseas Development Institute (ODI), 

The Sri Lankan Employment case study was done as part of ‘Development Progress’, project that aims to understand, measure and communicate what has worked in development and why? 
2013 Consultant to UNESCO-IIEP 

Sri Lanka case study is a background paper prepared for the Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2013/4, Distributional analysis was carried out to assess the impact of decentralised school funds on improving equity of resources targeting pro-poor growth.  
2012. Consultant for preparation of Sri Lanka National Human Development Report, UNDP. Authored chapter on “Bridging Human Development Gaps: Education”

2010 Consultant for ADB - Regional Technical Assistance (RETA) study on “Equity and Well Being Measurement and Policy Practice”. This study investigates the equity in health and education services based on the concept of equity in opportunity – opportunity index.

Publications (selected)
· Jayawardena, P., Weerasekera, H. (2021) Talking Tobacco: How Reduced Consumption Benefits the Economy. Health Economics Series, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka

· Jayawardena, P. (2020) A Proactive Path to Combat Malnutrition in Sri Lanka. Health Economics Series, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka
· Higashi, H., Jayawardena, P., Attygalle,D. ,Yogeswaran, S. Amarasinghe, U.      Abdulloeva, S., (2020). PER for Nutrition in Sri Lanka : Assessing Public Financing for Nutrition (2014–2018). Washington, D.C. : World Bank Group
· Thibbotuwawa, M., Jayawardena, P., Arunatilake, N. and Gunasekera, N. (2019), Living Wage Estimation for the Plantation Sector in Sri Lanka, report prepared for Global Living Wage Coalition (GLWC), ISEAL Alliance, London, UK.
· Jayawardena, P. (2017), Why People Choose to Participate in the Non-Standard Forms of Employment in Sri Lanka, Labour Economics Series No 19, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka.

· Byiers. B, F. Kratke, P. Jayawardena, L. Rodrigues and A. Wijesinha, (2015), Manufacturing Progress? Employment Creation in Sri Lanka, Overseas Development Institute (ODI).

· Jayawardena, P. (2014), Underlying Causes of Child and Maternal Malnutrition in the Estate Sector of Sri Lanka, Journal of South Asian Studies Vol 02. No (03), 241-255.

· Jayawardena, P. (2014), "Can People in Sri Lanka’s Estate Sector Break Away from Poor Nutrition?", Health Economics Series No 1, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka

· Jayawardena, P. (2014) “Healthy Youth for Development” in “Youth and Development, Realizing the Millennium Development Goals for Sri Lankan Youth”,  Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development/Sri Lanka Youth National Youth Services Council & Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka.

· Jayawardena, P. (2014) “Education for Youth” in “Youth and Development, Realizing the Millennium Development Goals for Sri Lankan Youth”,  Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development/Sri Lanka Youth national youth services council & Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka. 

· Arunatilake, N. and P. Jayawardena, (2013). School Funding Formula’s in Sri Lanka. Paris: UNESCO.
· Jayawardena, P. (2012), "Socio-Economic Determinants and Inequalities in Child Malnutrition in Sri Lanka", Well-Being and Social Policy Journal, Vol. 8 Number 1, pp. 1-22.

· Arunatilake. N, P. Jayawardena, A. Wijesinha, (2012), “Tax reforms in Sri Lanka – will a tax on public servants improve progressivity?”  PEP Working paper 2012-13 
· Arunatilake. N and P.  Jayawardena. (2011) "Equity in Education and Health Services in Sri Lanka" in " Equity and Well-Being Measurement and Policy Practice", Ed Hyun Hwa Son, Routledge
· Arunatilake. N, P. Jayawardena. and D. Weerakoon, (2011). “Migration, Remittances and Development in Sri Lanka” in “Migration, Remittances and Development in South Asia”, Ed Saman Kelegama Sage Publication Pvt Ltd
· Arunatilake, N. and P. Jayawardena (2010) “Why people choose to participate in the informal sector in Sri Lanka?” The Indian Journal of Labour Economics, Vol. 53, No.2, p 225-250.
· Arunatilake, N. and P. Jayawardena, (2010), “Labor Market Trends and Outcomes in Sri Lanka”, Gunatilaka. R, M. Mayer, and M. Vodopivec, eds., The challenge of youth employment in Sri Lanka. Washington, DC : The World Bank, pp: 19-48
· Arunatilake, N. and P. Jayawardena, (2010), “Explaining Labor Market Imbalance in Sri Lanka: Evidence from Jobsnet Data”, Gunatilaka. R, M. Mayer, and M. Vodopivec, eds., The challenge of youth employment in Sri Lanka. Washington, DC : The World Bank, pp: 69-88
· Arunatilake, N. and P. Jayawardena, (2010), “Formula Funding and Decentralized Management of Schools; Has it Improved Resource Allocation in Schools in Sri Lanka?”, International Journal of Educational Development, Vol. 30 issue 1, pp. 44-53, January 2010
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