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Malecón de la Marina 906, Miraflores     e-mail:  paola.m.ballon@gmail.com 

Lima. Perú         paola.ballon@ouce.ox.ac.uk  

       

 

Profile 
I am an econometrician interested in multidisciplinary and collaborative research in development 
studies. My research interests focus on the operationalization of the “Amartya Sen Capability 
Approach for children”, the measurement of multidimensional poverty, the statistical analysis 
of water-security and multidimensional child poverty, and the quantitative study of female 
empowerment, and shame-poverty.  
 

Current Position   
Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment  
University of Oxford  
Senior Research Associate  
Researcher in Development Economics   Oxford, UK       July 2016- present 
 

Education 
  

PhD in Econometrics     University of Geneva,  
Switzerland   2011  
 

M.Sc. in Econometrics     University of Geneva,  
Switzerland   2005 
 

 B.Sc. (Hons.) in Economics     Universidad Católica,  
Bolivia    2001 

Research fields  
 

Development studies 
Operationalization of the Amartya Sen capability approach; Measurement and econometric analysis of 
multidimensional poverty and water security; Quantitative analysis of female empowerment and shame-
poverty. Child poverty. 
 

Statistical methods 
Structural equation models with latent variables;  Multivariate statistical analysis for index construction. 

 

Research Experience 
 The World Bank, Poverty Reduction Unit    Washington, DC    Oct.2013-March 2016 

 Consultant 
  Project 1: Econometric Analysis of Market Accessibility and Poverty  

       in Bangladesh and Guatemala 
Supervisor: Nobuo Yoshida, Senior Economist. 
Duties: Quantitative analysis of the relationship between a market accessibility index and monetary 

poverty across districts 
  Project 2: Multidimensional poverty in the Kyrgyz Republic 

Supervisor: Sarosh Sattar, Senior Economist.  
Duties: Construction of a multidimensional poverty measure for children and adults in KR using a 
counting approach. 
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  Project 3: Rapport sur les conditions de vie en Haiti   
     Supervisor: Federica Marzo, Economist 
     Duties: Tabulation of frequencies of all sections of the Haiti Survey Questionnaire, and production   

of a full report in French of the status of living conditions of people in Haiti  
 
UNDP – Guinea Bissau (GB)    Bissau        Nov –Dec .2015 
Consultant - expert in poverty measurement 

 Project:  Proposal of a multidimensional poverty index   
  Duties:  

 Meeting with national and UNDP representatives in GB to decide on measurement aspects. 

 Construction of four trial poverty measures 

 Presentation of findings to national and UNDP representatives 

 Training to statisticians and technical representatives from ministries 
     
UNICEF – Mali       Mali, Bamako       March - Sep.2014 
Consultant 

 Project:  Report on the situational analysis of children 2010  
    Supervisor: Shannon Strother, Chief Social Policy 
    Duties: 

 Meeting with national and UNICEF representatives in Mali to identify the priotity topics to be 
addressed in the report. 

 Supervision of the two local researchers in charge of literature review. 

 Supervision of the content of the report. 

 Presentation of the report to national and UNICEF representatives. 
 
                        
Department for International Development,  
University of Oxford  
Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative  - OPHI Oxford, UK       Oct.2011-Aug 2016 
Research Officer/Research Associate 
 
   Project 1:  Micro and macro determinants of multidimensional child poverty  
   Project 2:  Redundancy across indicators of deprivation 
   Supervisor:  Sabina Alkire, Director. 
 
International Labour Organization  
Research Department      Geneva, Switzerland  2011 & 2015 
 
2015: Consultant, Research paper of labour outcomes and multidimensional poverty 
Supervisor: Steven Tobin, Senior Economist 
 
2011: Research Intern, Project World of Work Report 2011  
Supervisor: Ekkehard Ernst, Senior Economist. 
 
Department of Economics, University of Laval  Quebec, Canada   2010 
Visiting Researcher 
Supervisor:  Prof. Jean-Yves Duclos.   

 
 
United Nations University – WIDER   Helsinki, Finland  2008 
PhD Research Intern, Project Frontiers of Poverty Analysis  
Supervisor: Prof. Anthony Shorrocks, Director        
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United Nations Research Institute  
of Social Development, UNRISD     Geneva, Switzerland   2006 
Research Intern, Project Social Policy Index 
Supervisor: Naren Prasad, Research Coordinator.       

  

Research papers  
 
Publications 
 

 Ballon P., Cockburn J., Dessy, S. and S. Diarra. (2018) Monetary and Multidimensional 
Deprivation, Why they Differ? Journal of African Economies. (forthcoming) 

 
 Ballon P. (2017). A Structural Equation Model of Female Empowerment. Journal of Development 

Studies. Published online, December 2017. https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2017.1414189 

 
 Klein, E. and P. Ballon. (2017). Rethinking Measures of Psychological Agency: A study on the 

urban fringe of Bamako. Journal of Development Studies. Published online, December 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2017.1414187 
 

 Ballon P. and J.Y. Duclos. (2016). A Comparative Analysis of Multidimensional Poverty in Sudan 
and South Sudan. African Development Review, Vol. 28, No. S2, pp. 132-161  
 

 Klein E. and P. Ballon. (2015). “Human Development”  in Encyclopedia of World Poverty,   
Second Edition, pp. 766-769, Mehmet Odekon, Ed., SAGE. ISBN: 9781483345703 
 

 Ballon P. and G. Robles (2015). “Multidimensional Poverty Index”  in Encyclopedia of  
World Poverty, Second Edition, pp. 1075-1077, Mehmet Odekon, Ed., SAGE. ISBN: 9781483345703 
 

 Ballon P. and M. Apablaza (2014). Multidimensional Poverty and Growth in Indonesia.  
Asian Development Bank, Research Paper. 
 

 Krishnakumar J., Ballon, P. and J. Tellez. (2012). Modelling Social Policy, in Commemorative  
Volume in Honour of Raja J. Chelliah (D.K. Srivastava and U. Shankar, Eds.) Sage, India 
 

 Ballon, P. and J. Krishnakumar. (2012). Measuring Capability Poverty: A Multidimensional  
Model-Based Index, in P. Ballon, Model-Based Multidimensional Poverty Indices: Theoretical  
Construction and Statistical Properties. Doctoral Dissertation, Thesis No. 759, University of  
Geneva, ch 2. 
 

 Krishnakumar J. and P. Ballon (2008). Estimating Basic Capabilities: A Structural  
Equation Model applied to Bolivia. World Development,   Vol. 36, No. 6, pp. 992–1010. 

 

Books & chapters in Books 
 Alkire S., Foster J., Seth S., Santos M.E, Roche, J.M and P. Ballon (2015). Measurement  

and Analysis of Multidimensional Poverty. Oxford University Press, Oxford, U.K. 
 

 Klein, E. and P. Ballon (2018). Capability Approach, Agency and Sustainable Development, in 
Capability Promoting Policies: Ch 3. (Hans-Uwe Otto, Melanie Walker, and Holger Ziegler, Eds.) Policy 
Press, University of Bristol, U.K 
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Working Papers / under review 
 

 Ballon P., and G. Robles.  (2015/16) Horizontal Inequalities in the Perception  
of Shame-Poverty: A Psychometric Evaluation for Chile. Paper presented at the 4th  
Conference on “Regulating for Decent Work”, International Labour Office, Geneva. 

 
 Ballon P., Blankespoor B. and N. Yoshida. (2013) An Econometric Analysis of Poverty 

 and Market Accessibility in Bangladesh.  Policy Research Paper. The World Bank. 
 

 Ballon, P. The Selection of Functionings and Capabilities: A Survey of Empirical Studies. 
(2013). PEP Working Paper No. 2013-09. 
 

 Alkire S. and P. Ballon (2012-/15). Understanding Association across Deprivation Indicators in 
multidimensional Poverty. Paper presented at the Workshop on “Dynamic Comparison  
between Multidimensional Poverty and Monetary Poverty”, University of Oxford, U.K. 

 

 Ballon P. (2001). External Financing and Economic Growth in Bolivia, 1990-1999,  
Undergraduate dissertation.  Mimeo. Universidad Católica Boliviana,  Bolivia. 

 
 

Presentations 

 4th Regulating Conference for Decent Work, Geneva, Switzerland, July 2015. 

 Canadian Economic Association Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada, May 2015. 

 CSAE Conference 2015: Economic Development in Africa, St. Catherine’s College, 

Oxford, March 2015.  

 Human Development and Capability Association Annual Conferences 2005 to 2015. 

 XI Conference of the International Society for Quality-of-Life Studies, Venice, Italy, Nov.2012. 

 New Directions in Welfare 2011 Congress, OCED Paris, France, July 2011. 

 44th Annual Conference of the Canadian Economic Association, Quebec City, Canada, May 2010. 

 50e Congrès Annuel Société Canadienne de Sciences Economiques, Quebec, Canada, May 2010. 

 UNU-WIDER Conference on Frontiers of Poverty Analysis, Helsinki, Finland, Sept. 2008. 

 30th International Association for Research in Income and Wealth General Conference, Portoroz, 

Slovenia, August 2008. 

 United Nations Research Institute for Social Development Workshop on Social Policy Index, 

UNRISD, Geneva, Switzerland, December 2006.  

Teaching and Training Experience  
 

Universidad del Pacifico 
Invited Lecturer:       Lima, Perú            July2014–June 2015 

Introduction to Econometrics and Statistics 
 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (PUCP) 
Invited Lecturer:       Lima, Perú                   Aug –Dec 2013 

Master in Human Development (two courses)                                                         March-June 2014 
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UNICEF – Laval University Regional Training Course  
Child Poverty & Disparity Measurement and Analysis,     
Lecturer:        Cairo, Egypt               March 2013 
  

Principles and Approaches to Child Poverty Measurement 
Methods for Measuring Child Poverty & Inequality 

 
OPHI – University of Oxford Summer School  
Multidimensional Poverty Analysis,    Dakar, Senegal                       Dec 2015 
Lecturer:       Washington D.C, USA July 2015 

Measures of association across deprivation indicators Washington D.C, USA July 2013 
Econometric analysis of Multidimensional Poverty  Managua, Nicaragua           Sept. 2013 
Overview of methodologies in Multidimensional Poverty Jakarta, Indonesia        August 2012 

  
 
PEP- Laval University Summer School  
Quantitative Development Economics,     Québec, Canada  June 2011 
Lecturer:  
  

Measuring Multidimensional Well-being and Poverty 
Model-based composite indices 

 
Master in Quantitative Development Economics, 
Universidad Andina Simón Bolivar    La Paz, Bolivia           March 2011 
Lecturer:   

Capabilities Well-being and Deprivation 
 
Department of Econometrics, University of Geneva Geneva, Switzerland    2005–2010 
Teaching Assistant:       
    

Human Development, Poverty and Inequality  Master in economics 
Survey Sampling and Experimental Design  Master in statistics 
Asymptotic Distribution Theory     Master in econometrics 

 

Introduction to Econometrics     
Econometric Methods     Bachelor in economics  
Introduction to Mathematics and Statistics     

 

Professional Experience 
 

International Road Federation (IRF)   Geneva, Switzerland  2005 
Statistician.  

 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)    La Paz, Bolivia  2002-2003 
Economist.           

         
Central Bank of Bolivia      La Paz – Bolivia  1999-2002 

  Credit Risk Analyst         
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Professional Activities and Membership 
 

Editorial position 
 Associate Editor, Oxford Development Studies                     2014 - present 

Member of the Editorial Board of the Review of Income and Wealth,               2009-2014 
Referee for:  

Review of Income and Wealth, Health Economics. 
Journal of Human Development and Capabilities, International Migration 

Co-ordinator 
Horizontal Inequalities Thematic Group,              2013 - 2016 
Human development and Capability Association 

 

Languages  
 

Spanish (native), English (fluent), French (fluent).  
 

Programming skills 
 

MPLUS, SPSS, Eviews, STATA, LATEX, Microsoft Office . 

 
Scholarships  
 

Subside Tremplin à la Recherche Féminine, Université de Genève, 2010. 
Swiss Confederation: for Master’s Degree in Econometrics, 2005. 
Universidad Cátolica Boliviana: for the best academic record of the 1996/1 semester, 1996. 
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Dr. Robert Hope 
Associate Professor 
Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment, University of Oxford 
Robert.hope@ouce.ox.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Ekkehard Ernst 
Senior Economist, ILO 
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Dr. Nobuo Yoshida         
Senior Economist, The World Bank   
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