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EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Sociology and Social Policy, University of Nottingham, United Kingdom. Thesis 

title: What’s Cooking? Participatory and Market Approaches to Stove 

Development in Nigeria and Kenya. Available at 

http://etheses.nottingham.ac.uk/2042/1/Temilade_Sesan.pdf. 2011 

M.Arch., University of Nottingham, United Kingdom (with dissertation in Renewable 

Energy). Dissertation title: Renewing Africa – A Study of Renewable Energy 

Options for Rural Supply in Tropical Africa, using Nigeria as a Case Study. 2006 

B.Sc., Architecture, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (Second Class, Upper 

Division). 2001  

 
CURRENT ACADEMIC POSITION 

Lecturer, Centre for Petroleum, Energy Economics and Law, University of Ibadan, Oyo 

State, Nigeria 

 

RECENT ACADEMIC POSITION 

Research Fellow, Faculty of Engineering (Food, Water, Waste Research Group - 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/food-water-waste/phd-students-

and-opportunities/alumni-phd-students.aspx), University of Nottingham, 

September – December 2015. Funded by the British Council Researcher Links 

Programme (Newton Fund - 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/researcher_links_travel_grants_s

ept_14.pdf) 

 

RESEARCH EXPERTISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

Journal Articles 

Sesan, T., Clifford, M., Jewitt, S. & Ray, C. (in press). ‘We learnt that being together would 

give us a voice’: Gender perspectives on the East Africa improved cookstove value 

chain.’ Feminist Economics. 

My research examines the socio-economic dimensions of energy access in sub-Saharan 

Africa (particularly Nigeria and Ghana, but also several countries in East and Southern 

Africa), especially as it intersects with issues of gender and health. I have published 

extensively on the interactions between the market-based trajectories envisaged for 

energy access interventions and the socio-economic realities of target groups, making 

mine one of a handful of voices from the global south to engage critically with 

conventional narratives around such interventions. The societal impact of my research is 

amplified through policy engagement initiatives - funded, most recently, by grants from 

the International Science Council and the International Network for Government Science 

Advice.  
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Sesan, T., Jewitt, S., Clifford, T. & Ray, C. (2018). Toilet training: What can the cookstove 

sector learn from improved sanitation promotion? International Journal of 

Environmental Health Research, doi: 10.1080/09603123.2018.1503235 

Mabuchi, S., Sesan, T. & Bennett, S. C. (2017). Pathways to high and low performance: 

Factors differentiating primary care facilities under performance-based financing 

in Nigeria. Health Policy and Planning, doi:10.1093/heapol/czx146 

Ray, C., Sesan, T., Clifford, M. & Jewitt, S. (2017). From barriers to enablers: Where 

next for improved cookstoves? Boiling Point 69, 2-5. 

Sesan, T. (2014). What’s cooking? Evaluating context-responsive approaches to stove 

technology development in Nigeria and Kenya. Technology in Society 39; 142-150. 

Sesan, T. (2014). Peeling back the layers on participatory development: Evidence from a 

community-based women’s group in western Kenya. Community Development 

Journal, doi:10.1093/cdj/bst085. 

Sesan, T. (2014). Global imperatives, local contingencies: An analysis of divergent 

priorities and dominant perspectives in stove development from the 1970s to date. 

Progress in Development Studies 14(1); 3-20. 

Sesan, T., Raman, S., Clifford, M., Forbes, I. (2013). Corporate-led sustainable 

development and energy poverty alleviation at the bottom of the pyramid: The case 

of the CleanCook in Nigeria. World Development 45; 137-146. 

Sesan, T. (2012). Navigating the limitations of energy poverty: Lessons from the 

promotion of improved cooking technologies in Kenya. Energy Policy 47; 202-210. 

Sesan, T. (2009). Energy without the dirt? Making a case for the integration of biomass 

into energy policy in developing countries, Boiling Point 57; 42-43. 

 

Book Chapters 

Jewitt, S., Atagher, P., Clifford, M., Sesan, T. & Ray, C. (forthcoming). Questioning stoves 

and their users: Applying participatory approaches to co-produce knowledge about 

cooking practices and priorities. Swiss Society for African Studies & Swiss 

Academic Society for Environmental Research and Ecology. 

Sesan, T. (2015). Scale vs. substance? Lessons from a context-responsive approach to 

market-based stove development in western Kenya. In: Groh, S. et al. (eds.) 

Decentralized Solutions for Developing Economies: Addressing Energy Poverty 

through Innovation. Switzerland: Springer International Publishing. 

Sesan, T. (2015). Deconstructing ‘discriminatory’ technologies: Insights into inclusive 

development from improved cookstove projects in Nigeria. In: Hostettler, S., 

Gadgil, A., Hazboun E. (eds.) Sustainable Access to Energy in the Global South: 

Essential Technologies and Implementation Approaches. London: Springer-

Verlag. 

 

Book Review 

Sesan, T. (2013). Breaking the Poverty Cycle: the Human Basis for Sustainable 

Development by Susan Pick and Jenna T. Sirkin. Progress in Development 

Studies 13(2); 170-172. 
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POLICY OUTPUTS 

Jamison, J., Mazar, N., Ozier, O., Raha, S. & Sesan, T. (2018). Performance Contingent 

Incentives to Motivate Behavioral Change. In: Gauthier, B., O. Pimhidzai & K. 

Saleh (eds.), Resource Tracking in Primary Health Care in Nigeria: Case Study 

from Niger and Ekiti States - Vol. 2, pp.91-118. Washington, DC: The World 

Bank. 

Adeleke, K., Sesan, T., Keshinro, D., Shey, O. & Hoelzel, F. (2018). Solid Waste 

Management, In: Umunna, M. & F. Hoelzel (eds), Urban Planning Processes in 

Lagos: Policies, Laws, Planning Instruments, Strategies and Actors of Urban 

Projects, Urban Development, and Urban Services in Africa's Largest City (2nd 

ed.). Abuja: Heinrich Boell Stiftung Nigeria and Fabulous Urban, pp. 145-186. 

https://ng.boell.org/sites/default/files/180920_upp_2nd_digital.pdf 

Sesan, T. (2018). Inside the Cleaner Lagos Initiative: A synthesis of the gains, losses 

and opportunities from the city’s privatisation of the waste management sector. 

Policy analysis piece for Heinrich Boell Stiftung Nigeria. 

https://ng.boell.org/2018/01/15/inside-cleaner-lagos-initiative 

Raman, S., Clifford, M., de Saille, S., Gent, D., Hartley, S., Mohr, A. & Sesan, T. (2014). 

Responsive Research? Putting the Innovative back into Agendas for Innovation. 

Policy Thought Leadership Paper for Sciencewise-ERC, Department of 

Business, Innovation and Skills. 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140702134138/http://www.sciencewi

se-erc.org.uk/cms/responsive-research-putting-the-innovative-back-into-

agendas-for-innovation/ 

 

EXTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS 

2019-2021 Principal Investigator, Cleaning from the bottom up: Inclusive stakeholder 

participation for integrated waste management in Accra and Lagos, 

Leading Integrated Research for Africa Agenda 2030 grant (administered 

by the International Science Council), €90,000 

2018-2019 Principal Investigator, Strengthening the contribution of evidence to 

household energy policymaking: The case of Nigeria, International Network 

for Government Science Advice grant, €15,000 

2017-2018 Co-Investigator, Citizen science and intersectoral initiative on health 

inequality, energy-efficiency, air quality and poverty nexus in the context of 

Africa, University of Cape Town and African Research Universities Alliance 

joint grant (PI: Olufunke Alaba), R50,000 

2016-2017 Named researcher, Biomass fuel at the nexus: Policy lessons from 

bottom-up perspectives in urban Ghana (ES/P0026171-1), ESRC Nexus 

Network Research Partnership grant with GCRF (PI: Sujatha Raman), 

£55,298 

2015 Contract researcher, Literature review of cookstove development in the 

global south, University of Nottingham Integrating Global Society grant (PI: 

Sarah Jewitt), £4,000 
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2013-2016 Co-Investigator, Understanding the barriers to the introduction and uptake 

of clean/improved cookstoves in Southern Africa (EP/L002639/1), 

Department for International Development, the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change and the EPSRC's joint grant (PI: Mike Clifford), £685,000 

 

PhD Supervision and Mentoring 

 

INVITED TALKS 

2018. Grantees’ workshop, International Network for Government Science Advice 

conference, Tokyo, Japan, 8 November 

2018. Resilience: Open City Lagos publication launch event, Lagos, Nigeria, 20 October 

2016. Panelist, ‘We Need New Tribes,’ Radio show on the Pan-African Space Station, 

25 June 

2014. Power Nigeria Exhibition and Conference, Lagos, Nigeria, 28 October 

2014. Nigerian Association for Energy Economics conference, Abuja, Nigeria, 16 

February  

2010. Panelist, Engineers without Borders UK conference, London, 19 February 

 

IMPACT AND ENGAGEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blogposts and Opinion Pieces 

Sesan, T. (2015). Measuring social impact in megawatts: A focus on the Island Power 

Project, BusinessDay Newspapers, 12 August. 

I routinely work with public and private sector actors to generate evidence-informed 

outputs. Primary research done for the World Bank in the energy and health sectors 

has fed into several publications, including an Implementation Completion and 

Results Report (No. ICR2462), a report on tracking public expenditure in Nigeria’s 

primary health care system and a report analysing the impact of a national 

agricultural programme on  the livelihoods of female farmers in Nigeria. At city/state 

level, I work with Heinrich Boell Stiftung Nigeria on its ‘Climate-Resilient Megacity’ 

and ‘Open City Lagos’ programmes, contributing to publications aimed at shaping 

public and policy responses to local environmental issues. I have led efforts to 

engage committees within the Nigerian Economic Summit Group, a politically 

powerful agglomeration of business actors in the country, in evidence-to-policy 

discourses. As part of efforts to hone my stakeholder engagement skills, I underwent 

transdisciplinary research training organised by the International Science Council in 

Abidjan, Ivory Coast in September 2018.  

I am supervising one MSc. and two PhD students working in the areas of energy 

access, gender and energy policy. In an academic environment prone to exclusively 

quantitative framings, I provide much-needed succour for students interested in the 

more qualitative dimensions of energy access. I have been, and I still am, a mentor to 

several students (especially women), offering solicited advice on such topics as 

research methodology, proposal writing and achieving work-life balance.   
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https://businessday.ng/energy/power/article/measuring-social-impact-in-

megawatts-a-focus-on-the-island-power-project/ 

Sesan, T. (2014). Getting the FEC to clean up its cookstove act, Premium Times 

Newspapers, 18 December. 

https://opinion.premiumtimesng.com/2014/12/18/getting-fec-clean-cookstove-act-

temilade-sesan/ 

Sesan, T. (2014). Development interventions need to be more responsive to citizens’ 

priorities in the global South, University of Nottingham ‘Making Science Public’ 

blog, 3 April. 

http://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/makingsciencepublic/2014/04/03/development-

interventions-need-to-be-more-responsive-to-citizens-priorities-in-the-global-

south/ 

 
Past Policy Workshops  

2019. International Network for Government Science Advice roundtable: Opportunities 

and challenges for science advice in the making of household energy policy in 

Nigeria, 7 February (as PI) 

2018. International Network for Government Science Advice workshop: Where's the 

evidence? How to inform policy and processes for improved energy access in 

Nigeria, 7 June (as PI) 

2017. African Research Universities Alliance workshop: Enlightening perspectives on 

household energy practices, air pollution and health in Africa, 13-14 December 

(as Co-I; Olufunke Alaba, University of Cape Town, PI) 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refereeing 

Journals: Community Development Journal; Energy Research and Social Science; 

Energy and Buildings; Journal of Cleaner Production; Journal of Development Studies; 

Technology in Society; World Development  

 

 

In my lecturing role at the Centre for Petroleum, Energy Economics and Law, I teach 

MSc. and Ph.D. students enrolled on the Energy Studies programme. I was involved 

in the design of the renewable energy policy module at the inception of the centre in 

2012. Since then, I have continued to innovate on the module, updating the content 

with new knowledge from primary research and the broader literature. Presently, the 

module covers topics ranging from the dynamics of energy poverty, to case studies 

on renewable energy programmes and policies, to appropriate technology options 

for increasing access within energy-poor communities, particularly among women. I 

also constantly innovate on methods of delivering my lectures, a practice that has 

earned me formal commendation from staff and students at the centre over the 

years. 
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OTHER INFORMATION 

 

 
My work history has been punctuated by two periods of maternity leave, one taken 

after the birth of my first child in 2015 and the second taken in 2018.  


