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Dr Brais Alvarez Pereira is an Economist specialized in Development and Experimental
Economics, with ten years of professional experience, a strong interest in the developing
Portuguese-speaking world and a successful publication track record. He is specialized in the
implementation of Randomized Controlled Trials, macroeconomic policy and public finances,
private sector development, financial inclusion, and agricultural development in low-income
countries. Brais has worked as a senior consultant with various UN bodies such as the IMF, the
World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, the ILO and UNDRR, and for private entities such as Oxford
Policy Management, Expertise France and the Partnership for Economic Policy. Additionally, for
two years he worked with senior government officials and their technical teams, as an ODI Fellow
in Guinea-Bissau. He is currently the Executive Director of the Bissau Economics Lab (BELAB)
and Guinea-Bissau Country Director for NOVAFRICA, a research centre of the Nova School of
Business and Economics. He holds an MSc from the London School of Economics and a PhD
from the European University Institute, has strong data analysis skills using MATLAB and Stata,
and speaks seven languages including English, Portuguese, and Bissau Guinean Creole. Since 2023
Brais is a PEP Research Fellow.

Professional Experience

Bissau Economics Lab — BELLAB Bissau, Guinea-Bissau

Founder and Executive Director 05/2018 — present

= Managing both the technical and managerial aspects of cutting-edge experimental and
consulting projects, and the expansion of this dynamic research centre coordinating a team of
economists, field supervisors and enumerators who have implemented over twenty projects in

the last four years.

= Principal Investigator for the Randomized Controlled Trial Disseminating market information
via mobile phones to cashew producers, an impact evaluation in Guinea-Bissau, with 2,000
families distributed over 290 villages across the country, and the follow-up project Evaluating

the impact of a support hotline for cashew producers in Guinea-Bissau.

= Principal investigator for the lab experiment Group size, heterogeneity and performance, the

first socioeconomic lab experiment ever conducted in the country.
= Project leader for projects financed by the World Bank, ECOWAS and the European Union.

= Successfully mobilising revenue to finance BELAB’s projects and operations.
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Introduced a successful market information system for cashew producers in Guinea-Bissau,
coordinating a partnership between the NGO Nitidae, the telecom MTN and the National

Cashew Agency.
UNDP Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
Senior Consultant, financial inclusion and public finances 12/2022 — 01/2024

Co-editor of the ongoing DFA-INFF assessment for Guinea-Bissau.

Main responsible for the three DFA chapters on public-domestic financing, public-foreign
financing and financial inclusion and microcredit.

Supported UNDP’s engagement and collaboration with BCEAO and the Government of
Guinea-Bissau to develop a national inclusion strategy.

Coordinated a team of economists who analysed and assessed the demand side of the financial
and banking landscape, identifying current and future demand-side gaps, constraints, and
bottlenecks, and provided concrete and applicable recommendations to address them, in the
report The demand side of financial markets in Guinea-Bissau.

Coordinated two online surveys on the country’s diaspora and creative industries, with the
objective of informing the demand-side report.

Assisted in data identification and analysis for the first Voluntary National Review Report in
Guinea-Bissau.

Developed a report on the supply side of informal credit, based on eleven structured interviews.

Co-wrote a successful USD1.5 million Trac-2 proposal for the establishment of an Innovation
Entrepreneurship Hub.

Consultant, private sector development 07/2020 — 08/2021

Coordinated and worked as the data manager for the UNDP project Building forward better

for businesses in Guinea-Bissau.

Designed and analysed an enterprises survey at the country level, proposing a new classification

for firms by size and writing a co-authored 120 pages report.

Presented the findings from this study at the main event of a national workshop that UNDP
Guinea-Bissau organized with high government officials and representatives of international

institutions, the private sector, and the Bissau Guinean civil society.

UNICEF Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
International Consultant, public finances for the social sectors 06/2023 —12/2023

Mapping the PEM Process and Budget Cycle, encompassing the national budget cycle stages

(planning, approval, execution, audit, evaluation), considering legal aspects and procedures.

Assessing sectoral engagement quality and partner involvement in national PFM, focusing on
SDG impact in Health, Education, Child Protection, WASH, and Social Affairs.

Identifying PFM bottlenecks in national and sectoral budget cycles. Focus on key sub-systems

(e.g., resource mobilization, procurement, cash management) crucial for service delivery.



* Developing a Budget Cycle Calendar pinpointing decision-making stages open to citizen, Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs), and stakeholders during the budget process.

= Examining Social Sector Financing and Budget Analysis across the last three budget cycles,

exploring potential fiscal space in the social sectors.

» Organizing and facilitating a national Workshop on Social Sectors Financing to share insights

and findings.
NOVAFRICA, Nova School of Business and Economics Lisbon, Portugal
Researcher and Country Director for Guinea-Bissau 10/2020 — present

= Principal Investigator for the project Bridging the Gap: Enhancing Trust and Transparency in

Mozambique’s Cashew Supply Chain.

= Principal Investigator for the project Vulnerabilities and solutions for Mozambican enterprises
in the face of the COVID-19 crisis, leading a team of five economist and a partnership between
the International Growth Centre (IGC), NOVAFRICA and the Ministry of Economy and
Finance (MEF) of Mozambique.

= Principal Investigator for the project Incorporating traditional beliefs to improve maternal and
child health outcomes in Guinea-Bissau, coordinating a large data collection team and a
partnership with the NGO VIDA, UNICEF and the Ministry of Public Health of Guinea-

Bissau.

= Principal Investigator for the project Integrating traditional health practitioners for malaria
prevention, in partnership with UNDP, the Bandim Health Project and the Ministry of Health.

» Lecturer for Policy Appraisal. Masters for International Development and Public Policy.

Oxford Policy Management Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
Consultant - Deputy Team Leader 01/2024 — 04/2024

= Consultant for the project Study on Costing and Financing of the National Social Protection
Policy and Implementation Strategy of Guinea-Bissau.

= Supporting the Team Leader in the overall coordination and methodological guidance of the
team of consultants.

»  Working with the Research Assistant to carry out the costing of the Implementation Strategy.

= Carrying out the analysis of financing prospects for the period of the Implementation

Strategy.
Expertise France Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
Consultant - Individual Expert in Charge of the Mission 02/2024 — 04/2024

= Consultant for the project Technical and accountable economic governance for Guinea-
Bissau.
= Assisting the Expertise France team to develop the technical proposal and the Monitoring

and Evaluation system for this 5-million-euro, 5-years, EU-financed project.



Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) Lisbon, Portugal
Consultant 01/2024 — 03/2024
* Developing a systematic literature review on women's Education and empowerment in low

and lower-middle income countries.

Bissau Analytics — BA Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
Founding co-director 05/2019 — 05/2021

» Performed business development duties including leading on bidding for projects with EOIs

and full technical and financial proposals.

» Co-manager for the Bissau Guinean component of the multi-country project Coping with
COVID-19: Certification supports farmer resilience, implemented by the International Institute
for Sustainable Development and UNCTAD.

= Manager for the project Generating work opportunities on the Guinea-Bissau — Senegal — Mali
route, identifying enterprises with the potential to offer employment opportunities for rural

youth attending a vocational training programme.

Loyola University Andalusia, Economics Department Seville, Spain
Assistant Professor 01/2020 — 08/2020

= Lecturer for Spanish and World Economy and International Economic Organizations.
= Researcher at the LoyolaBehLAB.

= Supervisor for four research assistants.

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction Paris, France
Economist — Consultant 12/2018 — 04/2019

» Evaluated the adequacy of investment planning in the budget of Guinea-Bissau and Angola to
the relevant Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategies.

» Co-authored the reports Angola: Risk-sensitive Budget Review and Guinea-Bissau: Risk

sensitive Budget Review.

Overseas Development Institute/Ministry of Finance Guinea-Bissau
ODI Fellow/Economic Adviser 11/2016 - 11/2018

* Main economic adviser to the General Direction for Forecasting and Economic Studies
(DGPEE), building technical capacity among a team of 16 economists.

» Coordinated action between the Ministry of Finance and other institutions, frequently meeting
the IMF, ADB, WB, EU, BCEAO, top government policymakers and the private sector.

= Assisted the DGPEE in meticulously tracking the progress of targets and indicators within the
IMF ECF program.
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* In partnership with the IMF, led the design, implementation, and analysis of three quantitative
surveys on cashew nuts production in GB and a field study on the price of agricultural products

in regional markets. Successfully trained Ministry staff to process and analyse the resulting data.

= Started the Technical Report Series of the General Direction for Forecasting and Economic

Studies, leading several Economic studies. One of these studies has been published by the IMF.

= Developed macroeconomic and fiscal forecasting models, producing the key periodic reports
about the national economy, which guide the medium-term government budget. Built capacity

for their use among Ministry staff by organizing Excel, Stata and Eviews training sessions.

World Bank Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
Economist — Consultant 11/2017 —=12/2017

» Theoretical and empirical exploration of a targeting mechanism for the cash transfers of the 15

million US$ World Bank’s Rural Community-Driven Development Project in Guinea-Bissau.

European University Institute Florence, Italy
PhD in Economics 09/2012 - 09/2017

= Developed four — both single and co-authored- applied microeconomics research papers.

* Presented my own work at sixteen international conferences or Economic departments,
including Harvard, LSE, Science Po and King’s College, and co-organized the Graduate
Network Conference 2015 at the EUIL

= Attended nineteen methodological, teaching, computing, or economic policy courses, including

the Santa Fe Institute Complex Systems Summer School and the Mastering Metrics’ Workshop.

Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute Florence, Italy
University Lecturer — Finance 01/2016 — 05/2016

* Designed and taught an undergraduate course on Principles of Finance, combining lectures,
problem sets, essays and presentations with an online trading simulator.

International Labour Organization, Enterprises Unit Geneva, Switzerland
Economist — Intern 04/2014 —10/2014

= Wrote the first version of the report Enabling Environment for Sustainable Enterprises report
on Nicaragua, identifying the strengths and weaknesses for the development of the private

sector in the country.

= Co-developed several studies, including the econometric estimation of the expected impact of
the reduction of a 85% in the cost of registering new firms in Honduras and the contribution

of SMEs to employment and economic growth in OECD counttries.

University of Strathclyde Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom
Research Assistant for Professor Ernesto Estrada 05/2009 — 06/2009
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= Studied the communicability, structures and vulnerability to external shocks of an international
trade network using MATLAB, for Estrada’s chapter in the book Network Science: Complexity
in Nature and Technology, by E. Estrada, M. Fox, D.J. Higham, and G.L. Oppo (Eds.), Springer
2010.

Education

Ph.D. in Economics — European University Institute 2017
- Committee: Andrea Mattozzi, Andrea Ichino, Marco Casari, Stefano Gagliarducci

- Thesis: Essays in Social Economics

M.Res. in Economics — European University Institute 2012
M.Sc. in Economics — London School of Economics, with Merit 2011
B.Sc. in Maths, Statistics and Economics — University of Strathclyde (I Hon.) 2010

Research Publications

» Loss of structural balance in stock markets, with E. Ferreira, S. Orbe, |. Ascorbebeitia and E. Estrada,
Scientific reports 11.1 (2021): 1-10.

= The Best of Both Worlds: Developing Equation-Based Models into Agent-Based Models, with
C. Gribner, C. S. Bale, B. A. Furtado, ]. E. Gentile, H. Henderson, F. Lipari, Computational
Economics (2019), 1-20.

» Waving goodbye? The determinants of autonomism and secessionism in Western Europe, with
M. Portos and ]. 1 ourdas, Regional Studies 52.2 (2018), 197-211.

» Brrata in "The Political Economy of the Kuznets Curve", with B. Alves Furtado, C. Bale, |. E.
Gentile, C. Gribner, H. Henderson and F. Lipary, Review of Development Economics 20.4 (2016),
817-819.

Work in Progress

® Team size and performance, with S. Aman-Rana and A. Delfino. R&&R JEBO.

* Integrating traditional health practitioners for malaria prevention, with M. Fracchia, T. Molina
Millan and P. Vicente.

= [ncorporating traditional beliefs to improve maternal and child health outcomes in Guinea-
Bissau, with A. Coutts, T. Molina Millan and P. Vicente.

® Disseminating market information via mobile phones to cashew producers, an impact

evaluation in Guinea-Bissau, with G. Schinaia, S. Schaber, D. Tavares and A. Mendonga.

® Evaluating the impact of a support hotline for cashew producers in Guinea-Bissau, with M.
Fracchia, M. Gricio and G. Schinaia.
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* Gender, information exchange and choice over co-workers: experimental evidence, with .
Aman-Rana, Clement Minandier and Shamyla Chaudry.

® Vulnerabilities and solutions for Mozambican enterprises in the face of the COVID-19 crisis,
with E. Daniel, V. Cavalcante and S. Paiva.

Selected policy Publications

* The demand side of financial markets in Guinea-Bissau, UNDP internal document 2022, with
V. Cavalcante, R. Hill and S. Paiva.

» Building forward better for business in Guinea-Bissau, UNDP 2021, with S. Schaber.

» A new Market Information System may mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
farm-gate prices for cashew producers in Guinea-Bissau, PEDL C-19 note 2020, with S. Schaber
and G. Schinaia.

» Angola: Risk-sensitive Budget Review, UNDRR 2020, with T. Martinez Zavala.
»  Guinea-Bissau: Risk sensitive Budget Review, UNDRR 2020, with T. Martinez Zavala.

» Impact of Economic Structure and Policy on Poverty Incidence and Distribution, with T. J.
Correia, F. Y. Kumah and B. Na Sali, IMF Guinea-Bissau Selected Issues (2017), chapter 4.

» Social Institutions and Economic Inequality: Modelling the onset of the Kuznets curve, with C.
Bate, B. Alves Furtado, ]. E. Gentile, C. Gribner, H. Henderson and F. Lipari. Instituto de Pesquisa
Econdémica Aplicada (2015), Discussion Paper 204.

Conference Proceedings

* A Model for Revolution Based on Multiplex Networks, with M. Ayres, A. Goudarzz, F. Lipari and
I7.P. Veetil, Santa Fe 2014 Complex Systems Summer School Proceedings.

* Norms propagation and their reinforcement, with A. Goudarzi, L. Hostmeyer and F. Lipari, Santa
Fe 2014 Complex Systems Summer School Proceedings.

= Network and Conversation Analyses of Bitcoin, with M. Ayres, A.M. Gomez Lopez, S. Gorsky, S.
Hayes, Z. Qiao and |. Santana, Santa Fe 2014 Complex Systems Summer School Proceedings.

Grants and Fellowships

PEP Research Fellow 2023-Present

United Nations Development Programme — with NOVAFRICA 2023
Integrating traditional health practitioners for malaria prevention - §150,000

Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) Grant — wih BELAB 2022
Evaluating the impact of a support hotline for cashew producers in Guinea-Bissan — $154,000
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International Growth Center grant — with NOVAFRICA 2022
Vulnerabilities and solutions for Mozambican enterprises in face of the COVID-19 crisis — £20,000

International Growth Center UKRI grant — with NOVAFRICA 2021
Vulnerabilities and solutions for Mozambican enterprises in face of the COVID-19 crisis - £19,979

ENGIM internationale — with Bissau Analytics 2020
Generating work opportunities on the Guinea-Bissan — Senegal — Mali ronte — XOF 7,180,000 million

Research grant by the Ministry of Finance of Guinea-Bissau 2019

Disseminating market information via mobile phones to cashew producers, an impact evaluation in Guinea-

Bissan — XOF 10 million

Private Enterprises Development in Low-Income Countries (PEDL) Exploratory
Research Grant 2019
Disseminating market information via mobile phones to cashew producers, an impact evaluation in Guinea-

Bissan — 34,970

Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) Research Support Grant 2019
Disseminating market information via mobile phones to cashew producers, an impact evaluation in Guinea-
Bissan — $72,000

European University Institute Thesis Completion Grant 2014-2015
Salvador de Madariaga full scholarship, European University Institute 2011-2014
Pedro Barrie de la Maza postgraduate grant 2010

Selected Courses and Workshops

= Fiscal Institutions and Fiscal Discipline, IMF African Training Institute, December 2017.
= General Equilibrium Modelling for Public Finances, Epiphane Adjovi, January-September 2017.
= Public Finance for Developing Countries, by Roberto Julio Tibana, IMF, December 2016.

= EUI Executive Training Seminars Series: Small firms FDI in developing countries and the potential
role of investment attraction agencies, October 2015.

= Mastering Metrics: An Empirical Strategies Workshop, by Joshua Angrist, June 2015.
= Santa Fé Institute, Complex Systems Summer School, June 2014.

Seminars and Conferences

2023 Galician Diaspora Conference on Economic Theory and Applications (Vigo, Spain).
Lisbon Micro Seminar (Lisbon, Portugal).
IGC Workshop on “Firm resilience and recovery from shocks in Mozambique” (Maputo,
Mozambique).
IPA/UNDP conference on using evidence to improve policymaking (Bissau, GB).
DFA/INFF Financing Dialogues (Bissau, Guiné-Bissau).
BELAB-NOVAFRICA 2023 Conference (Bissau, Guiné-Bissau).
PEP PIERI 2023 Conference (Bissau, Guiné-Bissau).



2022 Consultation for the United Nations Development Report 2023 (Dakar, Senegal).
ADPP-GB (Bissora, Guinea-Bissau)
Shelter for Life (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau)
Wortld Food Programme (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau)
15th International Conference on Migration, Nova SBE (Lisbon, Portugal), discussant.
NOVAFRICA Conference 2022, Nova SBE (Lisbon, Portugal).
NOVAFRICA Working Group, Nova SBE (Lisbon, Portugal).
ECOBAS Research Seminar, University of Vigo (Vigo, Galicia, Spain).
Kick off Workshop for the National Financial Inclusion Strategy (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).

2021 UNDP Conference on Creative Industries (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).
World Bank Digitalization Week (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).
UNDP, Building forward better for businesses (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).

MALMON EU project (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).
BELAB National Conference (Bissau, Guinea-Bissau).

2020 Loyola Workshop on Economic Behavior 2020 (Seville, Spain).

2018 43rd SAEe conference (Madrid, Spain).
ASSET 2018 (Florence, Italy).
EUI Micro Working Group (Florence, Italy).
EUI Job Market Seminar (Florence, Italy).

2017 University of Vigo, Economics department (Vigo, Spain).

2016 EUI Microeconometrics Working Group (Florence, Italy).

Topics in Experimental Economics (Florence, Italy).

2015 University of Santiago de Compostela, Economics department (Santiago, Spain).
8th CIS-Harvard Summer Seminar on Political and Social Science Research (Boston, USA).
Mastering Metrics: An Empirical Strategies Workshop (Ravello, Italy).
EUI Political Behaviour Colloquium (Florence, Italy).
INET YSI Paris, Workshop and Annual Conference (Paris, France).
Graduate Network Conference 2015 (Florence, Italy).

2014 Santa Fe Institute Complex Systems Summer School (Santa Fe, USA).
EUI 3t year forum (Florence, EUI).
Graduate Network Conference 2014.

Sciences Po (Paris, France).

2013 ASSET 2013 (Bilbao, Spain).
7t Competition Law and Economics European Network workshop (Bergen, Norway).
Graduate Network Conference 2013, LSE (London, UK).
14t Mediterranean Research Meeting (Mersin, Turkey).
EUI 2nd year forum (Florence, Italy); EUI Teaching Skills Week (Florence, Italy).

2012 EUI Microeconomics Working Group (Florence, Italy).
King’s College, Third Annual Postgraduate Conference (London, UK).

Institute for New Economic Thinking Young Scholars Initiative, (Berlin, Germany).

Conference Organization




DFA/INFF Financing Dialogues Guinea-Bissan, April 2023.

BEIL.AB-NOVAFRICA 2023 Conference, March 2023.

2022 NOVAFRICA Conference on Economic Development, June 2022.

UNDP Kick off Workshop for the National Financial Inclusion Strategy, March 2022.
UNDP Workshop on Creative Industries, November 2021.

National conference for the dissemination of the study on the impact of market information on
cashew producers in Guinea Bissau, October 2021.

Graduate Network Conference 2015 - EUI-SNS, June 2015.

Referee for Scientific Journals

Complexity, Plos One, IZA Journal of Labour Economics.

Supervision

= Master theses:

Anthea Julie Keyaset Bicakcioglu — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-23.
Rubén Alexander Mayorga — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.
Carolina Alves Teixeira — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.

Denise de Santis — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.

Katharina Anna Kosjak — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.

Angela Salomone — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.

Ludovica Bignami — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.

Francisca da Costa Lopes Garrido — MIDPP Nova SBE, 2022-2023.
Carlota Guerra — MSc in Economics Nova SBE, 2021-2022.
Francisco Pereira — MSc in Economics Nova SBE, 2021-2022. Co-supervisor.

0O O 0 O 0 0O 0O 0 O O

* Research Internships:

Filipa Reis, May 2023-February 2024.

Tobias Tesing, June 2023-September 2023.
Anthea Julie Keyaset Bicakcioglu, June-October 2023.
Rodrigo Placido Simdes, June-October 2023.
Elena Cavallari, June-October 2023.

Margarida Fernandes Lopes, June-October 2023.
Jennifer Kehl, June-October 2023.

Isabelle Auby, June-October 2023.

Aliu Ba Jau, February-May 2023.

Yesica Jerez, February-May 2023.

Doris Jiménez, February-May 2023.

Stefania Sellitti, October 2022-January 2023.
Isabel Milheirico, September 2022-March 2023.
Joana dos Reis, Guinea-Bissau, Summer 2022.
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https://novafrica.org/research/2022-novafrica-conference-on-economic-development/
https://www.eui.eu/DepartmentsAndCentres/PoliticalAndSocialSciences/GraduateNetworkConference

Francisco Lhano, Lisbon-Mozambique, Summer 2022.
Marta Botelho, Guinea-Bissau, Spring 2022.

Francisco Pereira, Lisbon-Mozambique, Fall 2022.
Carlota Guerra, Guinea-Bissau, Fall 2021.

O O O O

=  Research Assistants:

James Riordan, Universidad Loyola Andalucia, Spring 2019.
Jimena Moreno Andrada-Vanderwilde, Universidad Loyola Andalucia, Spring 2019.
Juan Galera Calleja, Universidad Loyola Andalucia, Spring 2019.

o O O O

Amalio Vargas, Universidad Loyola Andalucia, Spring 2019.

Professional Accreditations

Official qualification as Assistant Professor in Spain — habilitacién oficial como ayudante doctor,
ANECA.

Computer Skills

Advanced: MATLAB, Stata, LaTeX.
Basic: Mathematica, R, Python, GAMS, QGIS.

Languages

Native or Fluent: English, Galician, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian.
Advanced: Bissau Guinean Creole

Basic: French.

References
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Roberto Schiano Lomoriello, UN Associate Expert, roberto.schianolomoriello@un.org
Patrick McCartney, Wotld Bank Country Economist, pmccartney@wotldbank.org

Sebastian Schaber, European Commission Program Officer, sebastian.shaber@eeas.curopa.cu
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