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Currently working as a Research Economist at the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka
(IPS) and has over 15 years of research experience. Interested in gender, health
economics, education, and labour. A consultant to bilateral and multilateral agencies
and private foundations such as the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and the
Rockefeller Foundation. Holds a BA (Economic Special) degree with a first class and a
Masters in Economics (MEcon) degree from the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

EDUCATION

2006 — 2008 Masters in Economics, University of Colombo
(Awarded on 1° February 2009)

2000 — 2004 Bachelor of Arts (Economics Special —1%t Class), University of Colombo
(Awarded on 1°t December 2004)

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

July 2017 - Present Research Economist, IPS

Jan 2009 — June 2017 Research Officer, IPS

June 2006 — Dec 2008 Research Assistant, IPS

August 2005 - June 2006 Microfinance Researcher, Plan International

FELLOWSHIPS

e International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) on “Women in Entrepreneurship 11”7,
organized and sponsored by the U.S. Department of State from 15™ November 2021
to 2"d December 2021 (Virtual)

e Australia Awards Fellowship on ‘Developing economic research to support priority
economic and social goals (Sri Lanka)' at the Griffith University, Australia from 5th
December 2016- 23rd December 2016 offered by the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade (DFAT), the Government of Australia
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mailto:sunimalee@ips.lk
https://twitter.com/SunimaleeM
https://www.ips.lk/talkingeconomics/author/sunimaleem/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sunimalee-madurawala-261b8557/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sunimalee-Madurawala

Asia-Pacific Capacity Development on Gender and Macroeconomic Issues- Second
Regional Intensive Course, offered by UNDP Asia-Pacific Regional Centre &
Ochanomizu University, Japan ,4th - 16th July 2011 at Saitama, Japan

PUBLICATIONS

REFEREED JOURNAL PAPERS

Madurawala, S., (2017) Labour Force Participation by Women and Inclusive
Growth: An Application of Social Opportunity Function for Sri Lanka, South Asia
Economic Journal, 18(2) 214-229 https://doi.org/10.1177/1391561417713125

D. S. P. Madurawala, (2009), Labour Force Participation of Women in Childbearing
Ages, Sri Lanka Journal of Population Studies, Volume 11: 01-38, December

WORKING PAPERS

Ranasinghe A., Madurawala S., Su Jen Je, and Senadeera T., (2017) An empirical
investigation of labor shortage in the manufacturing sector in Sri Lanka, Discussion
Paper Series, No. 2016-05 Economics and Business Statistics, Griffith University.
https://www120.secure.griffith.edu.au/research/file/5b57cb8d-dd17-48be-a431-
abd9b742df04/1/2016-05-empirical-investigation-of-labor-shortage-manufacturing-
sector-sri-lanka.pdf

Madurawala, S., Hirimuthugodage, D., Premaratne, D., Wijayasiri, J. (2017),
Women-owned and led Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises in spice and Coir
Sectors of Sri Lanka: Constraints and Policy Options, Working Paper Series No. 28,
Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka, Colombo

Tilakaratna, G., Nanayakkara W., Madurawala S., Jayaratne, S., Wickramasinghe K.
(2017), National Level Implications of SDG Implementation, The Case of Sri Lanka,
Occasional Paper Series 41, Southern Voice on Post-MDG International Development
Goals, http://southernvoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/SV-OP-41.pdf

Madurawala S., (2014), Female Employment for Inclusive Growth: Trends, Issues
and Concerns of Female Labour Force Participation in Sri Lanka, Working Paper,
Labour Economics Series No. 16. Colombo, Institute of Policy Studies

Khatun F., Ahamad, M.G., Chaturvedi S., Sharma P., Sapkota C., Ahmed A., Naveed
A., Dayaratne G. D. and Madurawala S., (2011), ‘Liberalising Health Services under
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SAARC Agreement on Trade in Services (SATIS): Implications for South Asian
Countries’, South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS) Paper No. 24.
http://www.saceps.org/upload file/papers pdf/Paper%20N0%2024.pdf

BOOKS / REPORT/ CHAPTERS

Madurawala, S. (2021) ‘The COVID-19 Pandemic and Employed Women: Ensuring
Gender Equality beyond the Pandemic’ in Sri Lanka State of the Economy 2021:
Pandemic and Policy: Protecting Health and Promoting Economic Recovery, Institute
of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka.

Madurawala, S., Karunanayake, C. (2021), Tobacco Smoking Cessation: Lessons and
Policy Options for Sri Lanka, Health and Education Series No. 19, Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka, Colombo

Madurawala, S. (2020). The COVID-19 Pandemic, Women and Women in the
Workforce in State of the Economy 2020 Pandemics and Disruptions: Reviving Sri
Lanka’s Economy COVID-19 and beyond. Colombo, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri
Lanka

Madurawala, S., Karunanayake, C., Thilanka, C. (2020), Tobacco Smoking in Sri
Lanka: Identifying and understanding the Last Mile Smokers, Health and Education
Research Series: No. 18. Colombo, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka.

Madurawala, S., Arunatilake, A.,, Madushani, C., Karunaratne, N. (2017), A Desk
Review to Assess the Sri Lankan Girls’ and Young Women’s Economic and Social
Empowerment for Leadership. Unpublished report. Colombo Plan International Sri
Lanka

Arunatilake, N., Madurawala, S., Jayawardena, P. (2016). Integrating Migrant
Workers in Labour Market Participation Analysis. Unpublished report. Colombo:
ILO.

Madurawala, S. (2016), Public or Private: Determinants of Choice of Healthcare
Providers in Sri Lanka, Health Economic Policy Series No. 03, November 2016,
Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka

Madurawala, S., Hirimuthugodage, D., Premaratne, D., Wijayasiri J. (2016), Trade
Winds of Change- Women entrepreneurs on the rise in South Asia- Background
country study — Sri Lanka, UNDP, Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok
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BAP-1G-2016-TWoC-Sri-Lanka-Country-Study.pdf

Attygalle K., Hirimuthugodage D., Madurawala S., Seneratne A., Wijesinha A. and
Edirisinghe C. (2014), ‘Female Entrepreneurship and the Role of Business
Development Services in Promoting Small and Medium Women Entrepreneurship
in Sri Lanka’, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka, Oxfam GB, Sri Lanka
http://www.ips.lk/research/highlights/highlight archive/2014/entrepreneurs.pdf

United Nations Development Programme Sri Lanka, (2015) ‘Millennium
Development Goals Country Report 2014 Sri Lanka’, UNDP Colombo
http://un.lk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MDG-Country-Report-2014.pdf -
Chapters on ‘Improving Maternal Health” and ‘Reduce Child Mortality’

Madurawala S., (2014), ‘Gender Equality and Empower Young Women’ in ‘Youth
and Development: Realizing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for Sri
Lankan Youth’, Colombo, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skill Development
http://www.youthmin.gov.lk/web/images/downloads/ips e copy.pdf

Madurawala S., (2013), ‘Making Women More Participatory in the Process of
Economic Development’, in IPS (eds), Sri Lanka State of the Economy Report (SOE)
2013, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka: Colombo. (IPS publication; ISBN 978-
955-8708-77-4)

Bandara S., Jayaratne N. and Madurawala S., (2013), ‘Intersectoral Action for
Health in Addressing Social Determinants of Health through Public Policies in Sri
Lanka: Health in All Policies (HiAp)’, IPS, Colombo

United Nations Development Programme Sri Lanka, (2012) ‘Sri Lanka Human
Development Report 2012: Bridging Regional Disparities for Human Development’,
UNDP, Colombo. Chapter on ‘Bridging Human Development Gaps: Health’
http://www.undp.lk/Undp%20Documents/Sri%20Lanka%20Human%20Developmen
t%20Report%202012.pdf

Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka and United Nations Development Programme,
(UNDP) (2010), ‘Millennium Development Goals, Sri Lanka Country Report
2008/2009’, (IPS publication; ISBN 978-955-8708-62-0)
http://www.undp.lk/Shared%20Documents/Sri%20Lanka%20MDG%20Report%2020

09.pdf
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Jayawardene, J., and Madurawala S., (2011), ‘Education and Health for Sustainable
Growth ‘, in IPS (eds), Sri Lanka State of the Economy Report (SOE) 2011, Institute of
Policy Studies of Sri Lanka: Colombo. (IPS publication; ISBN 978-955-8708-68-2)

Dayaratne G. D., and Madurawala S., (2010), ‘Challenges to Health Financing in a
Post-conflict Environment’, in IPS (eds), Sri Lanka State of the Economy Report (SOE)
2010, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka: Colombo. (IPS publication; ISBN
publication; ISBN 978-955-8708-66-8)

Dayaratne G. D., and Madurawala S., (2007), ‘Access to Health Care’, in IPS (eds), Sri
Lanka State of the Economy Report (SOE) 2007, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri
Lanka: Colombo. (IPS publication; ISBN 978-955-8708-52-1)

CONFERENCE PAPERS

Madurawala S., (2014), ‘Gender Equality and Empowering Young Women in Sri
Lanka’. Paper presented at the South Asian Regional Conference on Women, Work
and Poverty, April 17th- 18th 2014, Islamabad, Pakistan

Madurawala S., (2012), ‘Women in Value Chains: Female Participation in the
Apparel Industry in Sri Lanka’. Paper presented at the Conference ‘Value Chains for
Inclusive Development Lessons and Policies for South Asia’ 24-25 November 2012 at
BRAC Center Inn, Dhaka, Bangladesh

OTHER — BLOG AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Sri_Lanka’s Gender-based Employment Segregation: Does it Increase Women’s
Vulnerability Amidst COVID-19?
COVID-19, Work from Home, and Female Labour Force Participation: A Lesson for Sri

Lanka
Securing Women'’s Place in Sri Lanka’s Apparel Industry

Smoking in the Time of Corona: Why Limiting Smoking is Important in the Battle
against COVID-19
Greater Social Protection for Sri Lankan Women through Better Jobs: Role of

Technology and Innovation

Women in Times of Disaster: Gender Dimension of Disaster Management in Sri

Lanka
Economically Empowering Sri Lankan Women: One Strategy Does Not Fit All

Lead like a Girl: Empowering Sri Lanka’s Female Leadership’
The Gendered Face of NCDs: Can Sri Lanka Beat the Odds?
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The Dwelling Stitching Hands: Labour Shortage in the Apparel Sector in Sri Lanka

Making a Better Place for Her: Gender Equality for Sustainable Development in Sri

Lanka
Facing the Risks: Occupational Safety & Health of Paddy Farmers in Sri Lanka

Networking and Information: Crucial Ingredients in Empowering Women Owned and

Led Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in Sri Lanka

Better Business Development Services Can Help Sri Lanka’s Women Entrepreneurs
Prosper

What women do and what women can do: Entrepreneurship and Gender Equality in
Sri Lanka

Dying to work? Why health and safety in workplace an important economic

Broken Promises: The Plight of Women in Sri Lanka and its Economic Costs

Gender Equality in Human Development: What’s Holding Sri Lanka Back?

OTHER RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (SELECTED)

Co-researcher, ‘Strengthening fiscal policies and regulations to promote healthy
diets in Sri Lanka’, funded by IDRC (ongoing)

Co-researcher, IPS Tobacco Control Programme funded by the Cancer Research UK
(ongoing)

Co-researcher, ‘Improve data and knowledge for strategic planning, efficiency
improvement and prioritization of health finance’, funded by Duke University

(ongoing)

Co-researcher, ‘Improving Employment Outcomes in Sri Lanka’ under the
Employment Diagnostics Study funded by ADB -2016

Co-Researcher- Health Inequalities, Work and Access to Social Security of Informal
Workers in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, funded by Rockefeller Foundation - 2015

Lead researcher- ‘Literature Review on Occupational Safety and Health Policy for Sri
Lanka’, funded by TTI — IDRC- 2014

Co-researcher- ‘Development of Action Plan for Household with Undernourished
Children and Pregnant Women in Districts of Monaragala and Nuwara-Eliya’,
funded by UNICEF- 2013

Co-researcher- ‘Intersectoral action for health in addressing Social Determinants of
Health through Public Policies in Sri Lanka: Health in All Policies’ -2012
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Co-researcher- ‘Baseline Assessment on conflict affected communities- to evaluate
the OXFAM EU-ACAP interventions related to livelihood development, community
infrastructure, gender protection, community cohesion’, 2011

Co-researcher - Regional policy study on ‘Financing secondary education in Asia and
Pacific’, for UNESCO Bangkok (Education Policy and Reform Unit)- 2011

Co-researcher -National Evaluation Study on Early Childhood Care and
Development Programme’ for the Family Health Bureau, Ministry of Healthcare and
Nutrition and UNICEF, 2009.

Co-researcher ‘Sri Lanka National Health Accounts 2003-2004’, for Ministry of
Health funded by the World Health Organization, 2008

Co-researcher- ‘Market Research and Base Line Survey for Micro-finance pilot
project in North Western Province in Sri Lanka’, by Plan International Sri Lanka,
2005/06

PRESENTATIONS (SELECTED)

INTERNATIONAL

‘Meeting the challenges and barriers to tightening tobacco control’ in Sri Lanka at
the webinar on ‘Tobacco Control: A Critical Piece of the Global Health Puzzle’
organised by Cancer Research UK (CRUK) and made a presentation on 29t October
2021

‘Political Economy of Fiscal Policies and Regulations to Promote Healthy Diets in Sri
Lanka’ at the INFORMAS Food Environment Research e-Symposium Series 2021 on
27t October 2021 jointly organized by IDRC, INFORMAS and University of Auckland

‘An Empirical Investigation of Labour Shortage in the Manufacturing Sector in Sri
Lanka’ on 20™ December 2016 at Griffith University, Australia, jointly with Athula
Ranasinghe

‘Promoting Regional Economic Integration? Women Entrepreneurs’ Challenges and
Opportunities: Evidence from South Asia- A Case of Sri Lanka’, International
Association for Feminist Economics, 24th IAFFE Annual Conference, July 16-18, 2015,
Berlin, Germany

‘Gender Equality and Empowering Young Women in Sri Lanka’, South Asian Regional
Conference on Women, Work and Poverty, April 17t- 18™ 2014, Islamabad, Pakistan




‘Women in Value Chains: Female Participation in the Apparel Industry in Sri Lanka’
presented at the Conference “Value Chains for Inclusive Development Lessons and
Policies for South Asia” 24-25 November 2012 at BRAC Center Inn, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

‘Gender Perspective on Utilizing and Financing Health Care Services’ proposal
presentation at the 2" Regional Intensive Course on Gender & Macroeconomics,
July 2011, National Women Education Centre, Saitama, Japan

NATIONAL

‘Why and how civil society and research matter in analysing the political economy’
at the workshop on Healthy Diets and Physical Activity: Legal Issues in Policy Design
and Implementation organized by the World Health Organization at the Galle Face
Hotel, Sri Lanka, 15-18 February 2021

‘An equal world is an enabled world’ at the International Women’s Day 2020
Celebrations organized by the DFCC Bank PLC at the Auditorium DFCC Bank Head
Office on 6" March 2020

‘SDG 5, Voluntary National Review and Sri Lanka’s Status’ at the workshop on
Sharing Learning for Empowering People and Ensuring Inclusiveness and Equality-
Monitoring of SDG 5 in Sri Lanka organized by the CENWOR on 19" June 2019

‘Assessing the Sri Lankan Girls’ and Young Women’s Economic and Social
Empowerment for Leadership’ at the Launch Event of the Sri Lankan Girls and
Young Women’s Economic and Social Empowerment for Leadership to Disseminate
key findings of the Review and prioritize Girls Rights in the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda organised by the Plan International Sri Lanka 10" October
2017 at the BMICH

‘From MDGs to SDGs: Women's Empowerment and Gender Equality within the SDG
Framework’ at the Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality in National Policy
Dialogue with Policy Makers organized by the Women and Media Collective on 8%
November 2016

‘SDGs and Gender: the Sri Lankan Status’ at the workshop ‘Realising Gender Goals in
the SDGs: Role of the Media’ organized by UN Women on 31t October 2016,
Colombo




‘Sri Lankan Labour Market; Recent Trends’ at the Consultation Workshop on Sri
Lanka Country and Employment Diagnostic Studies organized by the ADB on 19
August 2016, Colombo

‘Products with Regional Trade Potential and Associated Non-tariff Barriers, with
Special Focus on WMSMEs: A Case of Sri Lanka’ IPS 24™ February 2015, IPS,
Colombo, Sri Lanka

‘Female Entrepreneurship and the Role of Business Development Services in
Promoting Small and Medium Women Entrepreneurship in Sri Lanka’, 91" May 2014,
IPS, Colombo, Sri Lanka

‘Occupational Health and Safety Policy for Sri Lanka’ - Steering Committee Meeting
on Development of Occupational Health and Safety Policy for Sri Lanka at Ministry of
Labour and Labour Relations on 4th September 2013 / Institute of Policy Studies 1%
October 2013

‘Labour Force Participation by Women of Childbearing Age’, Eleventh Annual
Scientific Sessions of the Population Association of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Foundation
Institute, 21 February 2009 Colombo, Sri Lanka.

‘Provincial Public Health Expenditure-2004’, at Workshop on Provincial Health
Accounts, organized by the Ministry of Healthcare and Nutrition, Colombo, Sri Lanka,
28 February 2008.

FORMAL ADVISORY WORK DONE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA

National Steering Committee on Development of Occupational Health and Safety
Policy 2013-2014

Sri Lanka’s official delegation representing the academia at Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) Dialogue Event - Paths to Women’s Economic Empowerment,
with a Focus on Tourism and Textiles in IORA Countries, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, On
17-19 August 2014

PROFESSIONAL TRAININGS

Online distance-learning course on Gender Analysis in Economic Policy Research,
offered by the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) in collaboration with Université
Laval in Canada from Jan- April 2021




e Online Course on ‘Trade and Gender’ offered by UNCTAD Virtual Institute — January-
February 2016

e ART Net/RIS Follow-up Workshop on Gravity Modelling of Trade Facilitation and
Behind the Border Measures Affecting Trade organized by the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Indian Habitat Centre (IHC), New Delhi,
India, 21st — 25th September 2009.

e Charted Institute of Management Accounts (CIMA)- UK- Intermediate level qualified
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