		
Curriculum vitae 
Profile
	[bookmark: _Hlk12017130]Primary field of research 

	Development Economics including qualitative and quantitative research. Expertise in randomized field trials and behavioural experiments. Areas of specialization include innovation, agriculture, financial inclusion, education, and poverty.


Personal information
	First name, Surname:
	Laura, Barasa

	Date of birth: 
	February 1, 1980

	Nationality:
	Kenyan

	Researcher unique identifier(s) 
(ORCID, ResearcherID, etc.):
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3855-6616.


Education
	Years
	Degree/field
	University/institution, country

	2017
	Ph.D. 
	Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands

	2008
	Master
	University of Nairobi, Kenya


[bookmark: _Hlk11831585][bookmark: _Hlk12017673]Positions 
	Years
	Role/title
	Employer, country

	2023-
	Senior Lecturer
	University of Nairobi, Kenya

	2013-2023
	Lecturer
	University of Nairobi, Kenya


[bookmark: _Hlk11246446]Participation in research projects
	Year
	Project title/topic
	Role
	Employer
	Country

	2021-2025
	Urban Food and Nutrition Security Resilience through Urban Farming: A Circular Economy Approach
	Principal Investigator
	Environment for Development
	Kenya

	2024-
	Data Quality at the Frontline: Evidence from Enumerators in Kenya and Uganda
	Co-Principal Investigator
	British Academy
	Kenya and Uganda

	2020 - 2024
	Gender-sensitive training to improve women’s labour market outcomes
	Co-Principal Investigator
	Partnership for Economic Policy and International Development Research Centre
	Kenya


Other professional experience 
	Years
	Role/position
	Employer/organisation, country

	2025-
	Consultant
	International Food Policy Research Institute

	2022-
	National Researcher
	Afrobarometer

	2022-2024
	Consultant
	The World Bank

	2022-2023
	Consultant
	United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,



Project management experience (if applicable)
	[bookmark: _Hlk12012519][bookmark: _Hlk12014676]Years
	Project/programme
	Role
	Funder

	2021-2025
	Urban Food and Nutrition Security Resilience through Urban Farming: A Circular Economy Approach
	Principal Investigator
	Gothenburg University


Supervision of students 
	Master's students 
	Ph.D. 
students
	University/institution, country

	20
	5
	University of Nairobi, Kenya


Other relevant professional activities
	Years
	Description - Role 
	Organisation/context

	2017
	Reviewer
	UK Research and Innovation, Creativity research Journal, Small Business Economics, Industry and Innovation, Technovation, Research Policy



Publications and research outputs
· [bookmark: _Hlk12018012]Total number of publications: [20]
· Barasa, L. (2025). Peer Effects, Warning Messages, and Gambling Behavior: Evidence from a Lab-in-the-field Experiment. Journal of Gambling Studies, 1-20.
· Barasa, L., & Njagi, T. (2025). The Impact of Post‐Election Violence on the Welfare of Rural Farm Households in Kenya. Journal of Agricultural Economics.
· Barasa, L., Knoben, J., Vermeulen, P., Kimuyu, P., & Kinyanjui, B. (2017). Institutions, resources and innovation in East Africa: A firm level approach. Research Policy, 46(1), 280-291.
· Barasa, L., Kinyanjui, B., Knoben, J., Vermeulen, P., & Kimuyu, P. (2021). Innovation and exporting: The case of mediation effects in Sub-Saharan Africa. Industry and Innovation, 28(2), 113-135.
· Barasa, L., Vermeulen, P., Knoben, J., Kinyanjui, B., & Kimuyu, P. (2019). Innovation inputs and efficiency: manufacturing firms in Sub-Saharan Africa. European Journal of Innovation Management, 22(1), 59-83.
· Barasa, L. (2025). Mobile money an antidote to petty corruption? A matched difference-in-differences analysis. Information Technology for Development, 1-26.
· Medase, K., & Barasa, L. (2019). Absorptive capacity, marketing capabilities, and innovation commercialisation in Nigeria. European Journal of Innovation Management, 22(5), 790-820.
· Barasa, L., & Kiiru, J. M. (2023). The digital economy and youth employment in Africa. In Public Policy and Technological Transformations in Africa: Nurturing Policy Entrepreneurship, Policy Tools and Citizen Participation (pp. 161-182). Cham: Springer International Publishing.
· Barasa, L., Kinuthia, B. K., Araar, A., Maende, S., & Mariera, F. (2023). Nonfarm entrepreneurship, crop output, and household welfare in Tanzania: An exploration of transmission channels. Agribusiness, 39(3), 762-792.
· Barasa, L., & Ahmad, A. (2024). Determinants of Mobile Customer Relationship Management Adoption and Its Impact on Firm Performance in Kenya. Journal of African Business, 1-21.
Selected Trainings/Workshops 
· Economic Science Association, Nairobi, Kenya, 2025
· Environment for Development, Arusha, Tanzania, 2024 
· Center for Effective Global Action, Africa Evidence Summit, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 2024 
· National Bureau of Economic Research, Boston, USA - 2023 
· Working Group in African Political Economy, Cornell University, Ithaca - 2022 
Fellowships 
· Structural Transformation of African Agriculture and Rural Spaces (STAARS) fellow 
· Environment for Development (EfD) fellow 
· European Investment Bank – Global Development Network (EIB-GDN) fellow  
· Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA) fellow  
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