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1. Abstract (100 to 250 words)

The abstract should state the main research question, the context and its relevance in terms of policy issues/needs in relation to PAGE thematic foci, complete with a brief description of the data that will be used.

	Education is one of the top priority sector of the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC). In accordance with National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 2014-2018 as well as in the rectangular strategy phase III, education was emphasized as the key sector to enhance the capacity building and human resource development. This sector is considered as the strategic sector for Cambodia to promote a long-term growth and raise the country’s competitiveness, especially in the transition period from a lower-middle income country, which is expected to attain in the next few year, to an upper-middle country and high income country.
In spite of concerted efforts, policymakers and bureaucrats are still facing challenges in designing and executing the education policies that could reach the rural household and efficiently build the human capital for the country. Questions such as what is the impacts of public education expenditure on the labour market and who benefits from this spending, are important inputs to effective pro-poor policies that promote the inclusive growth and rural livelihoods. Many studies have examined the nature of education policies and the structure of this sector’s spending. However, none of these studies did provide a systematic country-wide analysis and quantify the impacts of public education spending on the labour market and the households’ welfares. Employing available Social Accounting Matrix, government budget data, the Cambodian Socio-Economic Survey and the Cambodia Economic Census, the proposed research study aims to fill this gap by addressing the above questions and examining the distributive impact of education public expenditure in Cambodia. This is important given the major role of fiscal policy and education in the Cambodian economy.



2. Main research questions and contributions
 Explain the focus (or key questions) of your research and its policy relevance.
2.1. Explain why you think this is an interesting research question and what the potential value added of your work might be (knowledge gaps). You might want to explain whether or not this question has been addressed before in this context (including key references), and if so, what do you wish to achieve (in addition) by examining the question again?
	“Education can add to the value of production in the economy and also to the income of the person who has been educated. But even with the same level of income, a person may benefit from education—in reading, communicating, arguing, in being able to choose in a more informed way, in being taken more seriously by others and so on.”—Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, 1999
“Education and health are basic objectives of development; they are important ends in themselves. [...] At the same time, education plays a key role in the ability of a developing country to absorb modern technology and to develop the capacity for self-sustaining growth and development.” — Michael P.Todaro/Stephen C.Smith, Economic Development, 2012

Cambodia is expecting to attain lower-middle income status in the next few years. The average growth rate of GDP is around 8 percent over the last decade. Poverty rate has dropped drastically, from 50.1 percent in 2007 to 20.5 percent in 2011. However, this rapid poverty reduction has mainly concentrated in Phnom Penh and other urban areas. Rural poverty has remained high, standing at 23.7 percent in 2011 compared to only 1.5 percent in Phnom Penh and 16.1 percent in other urban areas, which reflects the unequaled income distribution between the regions as well as among people (The Gini index is almost 32 in 2011).
Despites the rapid growth of the GDP and the significant progress in eradicating poverty and hunger, the United Nation and ADB report (2011) declared  that Cambodia has been steady moving toward Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), particularly the slower progress in realising the universal literacy and basic education. Annual Cambodia millennium development Goals (CMDGs) progress report (2014) disclosed that Cambodia has made a solid progress in primary and tertiary education but slow in early childhood and secondary education. The net enrollment rate in lower-secondary education is only around 40 percent in 2012 while 100 percent is expected to achieve in 2015. More importantly, the dropout rates in lower secondary education is up to 20 percent whereas it is only 13 percent targeted by Ministry of Education Youth and Sport (World Bank 2011; MOEYS 2014). 
Cambodia public spending in education steadily and yearly increased in absolute value but relatively decreased comparing to GDP. The percentage decreased from 3 percent of GDP in 2003 to 2.6 percent of GDP in 2011, which is considerably small comparing to the neighboring countries such as Thailand (24 percent of total government spending and 5.8 percent of GDP) and Vietnam (21 percent of total government spending and 6.3 percent of GDP) and the other countries with a similar level of income (In average: 4.6 percent of GDP in Southeast Asia, 4.8 percent in Sub-Saharan Africa and 5 percent in Latin America and Caribbean) (World Bank 2011).
Given the crucial role of education with its large impact on the human capital, social and economic development, there is the insistence from the civil society and the publics to increase the public education expenditure. Recently, MOEYS has just released the Education Strategy Plan (ESP) 2014-2018. The long term goal of the policy is to provide equitable education and training by enhancing the access to the education for all the potential students. Together with the specific goals, and evaluation indicators, the strategy has planned to increase its budget from only 2 percent of GDP (16.3 percent of the government total spending) in 2014 to 3 percent (around 25 percent of the total government spending) in 2018. However, regarding the limitation of the Cambodia fiscal space, it is debatable about the source of the financing and the impact of the increase of this expenditure over households’ welfares. The questions about its impacts on human capital development, labour market and the households’ welfares; who will benefit from this spending; and the source of financing becomes a controversial discussion among bureaucrats and policy makers. These few questions can be answered through ex-ante analysis by employing some econometrics models. However, in order to capture such questions systematically with evidence-based, a country wide approach such as Computer General Equilibrium (CGE) is needed in order to examine and capture all the relationship among the sectors, economics agents and the key variables.
There are a few studies about the Cambodia fiscal policies. Most of them are employing the qualitative methods and available descriptive data to access the impacts of Cambodia fiscal policies. For instance, World Bank (2011) did an extensive study about the Efficient Cambodia Government Spending for Strong and Inclusive Growth. The study focus on three key sectors, Agriculture, Health and Education, which provided the overall reviews on the structure, strengths, weaknesses and the impact of the Cambodia fiscal policies on the three sectors. This studies revealed that RGC needs to concentrate more on equitable access to education and increase more budget to this sector. ILO (2012) did some policies literatures on the government budget, particularly on social protection policies. Again, this study mainly did the literature survey on the fiscal policies and other related policies. Dom, Ensor, and Leon Bernard (2003) accessed the consistency results of Cambodia’s development policies and programmes by focusing on education, health, Legal and Judicial Reform, and agriculture/ rural development. This studies mainly reviews the budgetary system of the RGC in each sector and try to identify their consistency with the policies targets. None of the above study have quantified the impact of government spending on education on the labour maket and the households’ welfares. 

This study intends to fill the gap of the above studies by providing the in-deep analysis by quantifying the impact of the education public spending on the labour market and the households’ welfares in Cambodia. This study proposed the CGE analysis approach in order to provide systematic analysis about the impact of Cambodia fiscal policy, particularly the impact of education public expenditures and the source of its financing. The analysis of the study tends to answer to following questions:
· What would be the impact of expansion of the education public spending on the labour market and the households’ welfares?

· What would be the appropriate source of the budget financing to maximize the households’ welfares, particularly the poor households?
The above questions are extremely crucial, especially for policy makers to quantitatively understand the impact of their spending on education and the appropriate source of the budget financing. It is beneficial to know that whether the spending can benefit to the poor as expected and what can be done to maximize and diversify benefit of that spending. 


2.2. Describe the specific policy issues/needs that your research aims to address; how your potential outcomes/findings may be used in policy making? 
· Justify timing of your research in terms of policy and socioeconomic needs/context – e.g. reference to existing/planned/potential policies at the national level.
· Evidence of previous consultation with potential users (e.g. policymakers and key stakeholders) to help define your research question is strongly encouraged. Include a list of names, institutions and email addresses when possible. 
	“The development of high quality and capable human resources with high standards of work ethics is key to supporting economic growth and competitiveness of the country. This is even more important for Cambodia’s transition from a lower-middle income country status to be reached in the near future, to an upper-middle income country by 2030 and a developed country by 2050” – envisaged by the Royal Government of Cambodia, quoted from Education Strategic Plan 2014-2018.
Education is one of the top priority sector of the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC). In accordance with National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 2014-2018 as well as in the rectangular strategy phase III, education was emphasized as the key sector to enhance the capacity building and human resource development. This sector is considered as the strategic sector for Cambodia to raise its competitiveness, especially in the transition period from a lower-middle income country, which is expected to attain in the next few year, to an upper-middle country and high income country. (RGC/MOP 2014).
Recognizing the crucial role of education sector in Cambodia, Royal Government of Cambodia has prioritized this sector for many years. Lots of institutional reforms and policies were carried out aiming for ensuring equitable access to education services, improving quality and efficiency of educational services and institutions, and capacity development for educational staff for decentralization (MOEYS 2009).

In spite of some good signs of educational indicators in primary and tertiary education such as the high enrollment rate in primary education and the mushrooming of the private schools and universities, Cambodia education still faced lots of challenges. Lots of key issues need to be addressed such as the unequal access to school, high drop-out rate in secondary education, salary of educational staffs and teachers, quality of education, supply of textbook and qualified teachers, and strengthening the examination processes (MOEYS 2014). 
ESP 2014-2018 indicates a deep reforms in education sector. The reform focus more on expansion of early childhood education, expanding access to quality secondary and post-secondary education, non-formal education, and technical and vocational education. Furthermore, the strategy includes the measure to improve the education budget management. With the commitment for the educational deep reform and increase the quality of education, recently, MOEYS has been trying to strengthen the high school examination process by encouraging the involvement from the public, civil society, especially the Anti-corruption unit in the country-wide high school examination process. The reform aims for selecting the qualified candidate to ensure the quality of education within the countries. Only a few qualified candidates, less than 50 percent, are expected to pass the examination this year, 2014.
Despites the important role of education and the numbers of policy reforms have been planned and executed, it is observed that the government budget allocated to this sector is only around 2.6 percent of GDP, which is considerably small, comparing the other countries in the same level of income. MOEYS, in accordance to the ESP 2014-2018, has set the target for its policy to be achieved and designed evaluation indicators. Yearly required budget was clearly mentioned in the strategy, which is expected to reach around 3 percent of GDP in 2018. Yet, no study have quantify the impact of the increase of those spending on the labour market and the livelihood of Cambodia people.
This study will explore more on the structure of the Cambodia government budget on education, and access the impacts of the increase of those spending. The result from this study will provide the crucial evident-based results and inputs to assist MOEYS, Ministry of Economy and Finance (MEF), Supreme National of Economics Councils and other related stockholders to make right decision in increasing the education public expenditure. 



3. Methodology

Presentation of the specific techniques that will be used to answer the research questions and how exactly they will be used to do so. Explain whether you will use a particular technique normally used in other contexts or whether you intend to extend a particular method and how you will do so. Explain if these methods have already been used in the context you are interested in (including key references).
	This study proposed a computable general equilibrium model to measure the impact of public spending on education on the labour market and the households’ welfares. CGE is a country-wide approach and powerful model that could capture all the relationship between sectors (inter-link industries), agents (households, firms and the government), income/expenditure, factor markets and other significant economic variables in the economy. A standard CGE model can provide a theoretical framework to address the policy questions including trade policies, fiscal policies and other important policy options. Within a model framework, various kinds of simulations can be made based on the theory and policy decision which could project the future effects and answer to “what if” questions.
Regarding the limitation of data and its complexity, there are not many studies in Cambodia, employing this model in the policy research. A few past and recent study that employed this methodology included Heng et al. (2014), who tried to quantify the impact of trade liberalization on household’s welfare and labor market. The study employed the standard CGE model from PEP as a framework for the analysis. Some simulations by totally reducing the tariff with some complimentary policies such as increase the tax was done in this study in order to provide good policy option to the policy makers. On the other hands, Oum (2011) employing the static CGE model, focusing on the impact of agriculture policy on the poverty in Cambodia. The simulation was done based on the expected output in the Cambodia agriculture policy such as the increase in real wage and productivity in Agriculture sector in Cambodia and access its impact on income and poverty in Cambodia. Another study conducted by Khin and Kato (2010) employing the conventional CGE model to measure the impact of global economic crisis on the Cambodian garment exports. Another interesting study conducted by Oum (2007) using the recursive dynamic CGE model to access the Cambodia poverty reduction in meeting millennium development goals target.
In addition, there are a few other quantitative non-CGE research studies related to the impacts of the government expenditure on poverty and income distributions. One of the most common methodology for the impacts study of public spending on poverty and inequality is the incidence calculation, known as the benefit incidence, tax incidence, and net incidence analysis; for instance, a paper of world bank conducted by cuesta et al. (2012) tried to identify the pro-poor and progressiveness of the social spending of Zambia. Also, Alabi et al. (2011); Wokodala, Magidu and Guloba (2010); and Ajwad and Wodon (2002) used the same methodology, benefit and marginal benefit incidence to study about the impacts of public spending on education and public infrastructure on poverty and income distribution in Nigeria, Uganda, Bolivia and Paraguay, respectively. More interestingly, a recent study was conducted by Phay and Tong (2014) on Public Spending on Education, Health and Infrastructure and Its Inclusiveness in Cambodia. Given the available data on Cambodia Socio-economic survey (CSES) the study tried to find out whether the Cambodia public spending is equally distributed across household income group and geographical zone by calculating the benefit incident, marginal benefit incident of those spending. The study revealed that the public spending in Cambodia is not pro-poor, except the spending on primary and lower secondary school. However, the study excluded the tax incidence calculation and failed to generate the net incidence of Cambodia fiscal policy, which is very crucial to illustrate the whole picture of fiscal policies. Plus, this study did not quantitatively show any impact of public spending on human capital development within the country. Nevertheless, none of the study in Cambodia has touched the impacts of education public spending on the labour market and households’ welfares in Cambodia employing the CGE model.
One of the major drawback of the benefit incident methodology is it could not systematically capture the country-wide impacts of fiscal policy on economic agents such as household, labor and sectors within the economy as CGE model does. Given the available data, particularly the supply and used table as well as the input-out tables, lots of research in other countries have applied the CGE model to study the impact of education sector on poverty. For instance, Jung and Thorbecke (2003) studied about the impact of public education expenditure on the human capital development, growth and poverty in Tanzania and Zambia using the CGE approach. The study did the simulation in some scenarios such as increase the education public spending in fix labor and excess supply of unskilled labor and the targeted the education expenditure. Also, Earnest Simeon O. (2011) employed a CGE micro-simulation to access the impact of government spending on education on economic growth and Long Waves in Nigeria. Another interesting paper from Cloutier, Cockburn, and Decaluwé (2008) studied about the education and poverty in Vietnam by using the CGE model. This study tried to examine the impact of cutting public education expenditure accompanied by the corresponding tax cuts. More interestingly, Robicaud, Tiberti, and Maisonnave (2014) conduced a remarkable research on the impacts of increased public education spending on growth and poverty in Uganda by employing the CGE, integrated micro-macro approach. In this study, the authors employed the Maquette for MDG simulation (MAMS) combined with a standard CGE model (PEP-1-t) and integrated with micro-simulation model in order to tackle the impacts of public spending on education, poverty and income distribution.
Proposed methodology for this study
This study will employ a standard static CGE model based on the PEP-1-1 (Version 2.1) model, developed by Decaluwé et al. (2013) as the analytical framework to examine the impacts of increasing the education public expenditure on the labour market and households’ welfares. This is a static CGE model that is the most appropriate to systematically capture the impacts of the increased public spending on the labour market and welfares of the people. The PEP-1-1 would need to be slightly extended in order to introduce the link between the supply of labour categories and the government spending in education.


4. Data requirements and sources

This is a critical part of the proposal. The key issue is to explain the reason for the use of the particular data. You must establish that they are ideal for the question you wish to address. Please consult the “Guide for designing a research project proposals” for more detail.
	In order to meet the above stated objectives and be consistent with the methodology, this study will employ Social Accounting Matrix 2011 (SAM2011) developed by Heng et al (2014) under the financial and technical support from Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP). Initially, this SAM was constructed by using the Supply and Used table, which was built by ADB in 2012. There are 23 activities and 28 commodities in the current version of Micro-SAM.
The education sector (in the ‘Activities’) and the education service (in the ‘Commodities’) in the SAM2011 will be disaggregated into three sectors: 1-‘Primary Education (bellow grade 7)’, 2-‘Secondary Education (grade 7 to grade 12)’, and 3-‘Higher Education (above grade 12)”. The data from Cambodia economic census will be employed for the above disaggregation. Cambodia economic census covers all the movable and fixed establishment in the whole territory of Cambodia. There are more than 500,000 establishments in the whole country, included both public and private, formal and informal establishments. The census was conducted in March 2011 and published in March 2012 by National Institute of Statistic (NIS), Ministry of Planning (MoP) with the financial support from JICA.
Moreover, the data on government final consumption on the three disaggregated education sectors will be obtained from the Ministry of Economy and Finance (MEF), government budget department, MOEYS and ECORYS. On the other hands, the coefficients between household final consumption, labour market and the three education sectors are calculated from household survey, so called the Cambodia socio-economic survey (CSES).
The labour market in the current SAM2011 was already categorised into three different level based on their education level: Low-Skilled (not completed primary school), Medium-Skilled (completed primary school and not completed upper secondary school), and High-Skilled (completed upper secondary school and above), which is considered as sufficient and efficient for examining the impacts of education spending on the different categories of labour.
Finally, the household in SAM2011, which was categorized based on the geography (24 household categories), will be reclassified based on their level of income (tentatively: High-income, Mid-income and low-income), employing the data from CSES. This is very important to clearly illustrate the impacts of public spending on education on each household group – whether the low or high income can benefit from this spending.



5. Policy influence plan (or research communication strategy)
· Referring to the policy context described in section 2.1., identify potential users of your research findings, including policymakers and other key stakeholders. Provide a list of institutions and, whenever possible, specific individuals to be targeted for effective policy influence. Please also indicate whether you have already made contacts within the institutions
· How, in the elaboration and execution of your project (from design to dissemination), will you consult/communicate with these users to both gather their inputs and keep them informed of your project (expected contributions and uses), in order to increase chances of your findings to be taken-up into policymaking? 
You can refer to PEP’s research communications strategy and guidance to have a better idea of what is expected in terms of activities for policy outreach and dissemination. 
	The nature of this project is to conduct a simulation based on the education policy and the government budget. Various kind of simulation will be done based on the theory and the practical ideas from the relevant key stockholders included Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, Ministry of Economy and Finance, Supreme National Economic Council, research communities, research communities and the universities. 
Consultation workshops will be organized at the beginning, during and after the research finding:

· Before the start of the project: the team will consult with the internal and outside researchers on the framework of the research. Some key policy makers, especially ministry of education, youth and sport, will be invited to join this workshop as well in order to inform them about the new policy research that closely related to their field and seek for their comments and recommendation.
· During the project implementation: The consultation workshops and trainings will be conducted in order to present progress of the study, particularly on the micro-SAM construction and the CGE model that will be employed in the study. This is a very important sharing session about the process of the research and methodology to the policy makers and the key stakeholders, who directly and indirectly involves in education development in Cambodia such as UNICEF, FAO, WFP, and JICA. The research communities, universities will also be invited for their comments. With this training workshop, they could not only provide more valuable input to the study but also learn from this study particularly the CGE model, which is relatively new model in Cambodia research community. More importantly, the team could request them for the individual meeting to seek for more insightful comments; so that a more meaningful simulation can be made.
· After the final result of the projects: once the finding has been drawn from the simulation, the results will be widely disseminated via different channels. Firstly, the result will be presented to the key policy makers, MEF and MOEYS as well as to the development partners to inform them about the key finding and the policy recommendation of the study. This can be conducted in a forum called Development Research Forum (organized by CDRI and other research organization, supported by IDRC to strengthen the research capacity and influent policy makers). Furthermore, the team members can provide a keynote address or the presentation in any other related events or workshops organized by other local organizations. Finally, the team will present this finding in the international workshops for comment and publish it as a policy brief, working paper, and possibly in a peer-review journal.
Publication: The working paper, which is the result from this study will be published in the PEP website (possibly in the CDRI website, if it is allowed), which could be publicly accessed by the key relevant stakeholders, particularly the researchers and the policy makers. Moreover, the policy briefs, which is the result from this evidence-based research will be published either under the PEP or CDRI policy briefs. This policy can be forwarded, either via email or in hard-copy, to the key policy makers such as the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Economy and Finance, as well as the university to inform this finding and policy suggestion.
Bellow table is the indicative list of the key stakeholders of this research.
Institution

Contact 

Target

Ministry of Education, Youths and Sport
TBC
General Department of Education and General Department of Finance and Administration
Ministry of Economy and Finance 
um_youthy@hotmail.com
Mr. Um Yuthy
Royal University of Phnom Penh

simpiseth@yahoo.com
Dr. Sim Piseth
Royal University of Law and Economics

vearakimifl@yahoo.com
Mr. Kim Veara
Cambodia Development Resource Institute

srini@cdri.org.kh
Director of Research and all researchers in CDRI 



6. List of team members

Indicating their age sex, as well as relevant/prior training and experience in the issues and research techniques involved (start with team/project leader). 
Note that PEP favors gender-balanced teams, composed of one senior (or experienced) researcher supervising a group of junior researchers, including at least 50% female researchers, all contributing substantively to the research project. PEP also seeks gender balance in team leaders and thus positively encourages female-led research teams. (Each listed member must post an up-to-date CV in their profile on the PEP website – refer to “How to submit a proposal”)
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M,F)
	Training and experience

	EAR Sothy
	28
	M
	Master in International Development from Nagoya University, Japan, majoring in Economic Development Policy and Management. Strong background the Cambodia Fiscal Policy and Cambodia education system. Advanced skill in econometrics either in panel or time-series data in STATA. Experienced in building Cambodia SAM and research employing CGE model in GAMs software. Research Associate, Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI)

	Sim Sokcheng
	32
	M
	Ph.D. Candidate from Kobe University, Japan, majoring Development Economics. Sokcheng has involved and led many different projects related to poverty studies, agriculture and rural livelihoods. Advanced skill in math and econometrics. Possess a strong background in statistical software such as STATA. Knowledgeable about social accounting matrix and CGE modelling. Research Associate in Poverty, Agriculture and Rural Development Unit, CDRI


	Sum Sreymom
	32
	F
	She holds MA degree of agriculture, majoring in International Development on Rural Areas, at Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, Japan. She is knowledgeable about the Cambodia social spending, especially education system and its budget. Possess a strong research skill both in qualitative and quantitative research related to poverty and income distribution in Cambodia. Good at math and theoretical modelling. Researcher in Poverty, Agriculture and Rural Development Unit, CDRI


	Khiev Pirom
	28
	F
	Master of Development Studies, Royal University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Very good in statistics and the statistical software such as STATA. Done extensive research related Poverty and inequality. Well-informed about Cambodia Input-Output tables and SAM. Research Associate in Poverty, Agriculture and Rural Development Unit, CDRI



7. Expected capacity building

Description of the research capacities that team members (and potentially their affiliated institutions) are expected to build through their participation in this project.

This is an important aspect in the evaluation of proposals and should be presented in some detail. What techniques, literature, theories, tools, etc. will the team and their institutions learn (acquire in practice) or deepen their knowledge of? How will these skills help team members in their career development? Also indicate which specific tasks each team member would carry out in executing the project.

	Name

Task/contributions
EAR Sothy
Sothy will need to learn more about the GAMs software; so that he could be more flexible in running the simulation and CGE modelling. He would also need to consult with the PEP technical expert about the PEP-1-1 model and the micro-simulation technique.
In order to provide a practical simulation in the model, a consultation with the key stockholders is required. This is very beneficial to build and enhance his communication skills and networking. 
Sothy will coordinate the process and ensure the quality of the research, connect with key policymakers and stakeholders, as well as those in research community. Moreover, Sothy will organize regular study group to build team capacity, specifically on research methodology, data collection and analysis, building Social Accounting Matrix and CGE modeling.

Sim Sokcheng
Sokcheng will learn and practice more how to construct the macro and micro-SAM and simulation in the GCE model. He will learn and practice in the GAMs software. Therefore, through the project, he will understand and be able to apply the CGE model in policy study.
He will help in Micro-SAM construction and run simulations. He will also assist in report writing.
Sum Sreymom
Sreymom will acquire a new knowledge on input-output table and its usefulness in constructing the social accounting matrix and learn more how to use it in GCE model.  
Sreymom will help reviewing the poverty and inequality in Cambodia, literature survey on the education budget and collect the data related to poverty and education.  She will also assist in report writing.
Khiev Pirom
Pirom will acquired more knowledge about the government budget and the education system in Cambodia. She will understand about the relationship and logic underlying the SAM and CGE model.
She will help in literature review on government budget policy and its composition. She also assist in logistics, data collection and compile them as needed. 




8. List of past, current or pending projects in related areas involving team members 
Name of funding institution, title of project, list of team members involved
	Name of funding institution
	Title of project
	Team members involved

	Past Projects:

	Mekong for Economic Research Network (MERN)
	Promoting Employment through identifying SME potential export market
	Ear Sothy

	Fintrac/ USAID
	Horizontal Replication Survey on Horticulture, Rice and Aquaculture
	Chhim Chhun, Ear Sothy, Theng Vuthy, Khiev Pirom

	World Food Program (WFP)
	Baseline survey for the McGovern-Dole School Feeding and Take-Home Ration project in Cambodia
	Sim Sokcheng, Kiev Pirom

	World Bank


	Impact Assessment of Farmer Organisations on Food Security for Rural Poor


	Dr Theng Vuthy, Mr Keo Socheat, Mr Nou Keo Sothea, Ms Sum Sreymom, Ms Khiev Pirom



	ADB


	Promoting Gender Equality in the Labour Market for More Inclusive Growth


	Ms Sum Sreymom, Mr Keo Socheat, Mr Ouk Ry



	PEP
	Labour Migration in Cambodia: Impact on Poverty, Inequality, Productivity and Vulnerability


	Mr HING Vutha, ROTH Vathana, SUM Sreymom, SRY Bopharath

	International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 
	Development of the Fertiliser Industry in Cambodia: Structure of the Market, Challenges in the Demand and Supply Sides, and the Way Forward
	Dr. THENG Vuthy, KHIEV Pirom, PHON Dary

	USAID
	USAID-HARVEST Baseline Survey
	THENG Vuthy, KEO Socheat KHIEV Pirom, CHHIM Chhun, PHON Dary

	World Bank
	Impact Assessment of Farmer Organization on the Food Security of the Rural Poor


	Dr. THENG Vuthy, NOU Keosothea, KEO Socheat/ SUM Sreymom, KHIEV Pirom

	Current Projects:

	PEP/ DEFID/ IDRC
	Impacts of Cambodia’s Trade Liberalization on Households’ Welfare and Labor Market: A CGE Analysis
	Heng Dyna, Ngim Sorachany, Senh Senghor, Ear Sothy, Em Sokanha, Theary Chan

	World Food Program (WFP)
	Project Evaluation on Productive and Livelihood Asset
	Chhim Chhun, Ear Sothy, Theng Vuthy, Srey Vireak

	Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
	Impact assessment of rice export promotion policy on poor smallholders
	Sim Sokcheng

	Cambodia Ministry of Environment (MoE) 
	Follow up study on nationwide knowledge, attitude, and practice study on climate change in Cambodia
	Sim Sokcheng

	Sida
	Emerging Contract Farming in Cambodia
	SUM Sreymom, Khiev Pirom



	Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
	Developing Agricultural Policies for Rice-Based Farming Systems in the Middle Mekong: Livestock Production and Market


	SUM Sreymom

	Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) 
	Sida-Pro-Poor Growth Project (Second round for panel study)
	KHIEV Pirom, SREY Vireak

	CDRI/IFPRI
	CDRI-IFPRI Stock-Taking on Food Security, Nutrition and Agricultural Development Policy in Cambodia
	Dr. THENG Vuthy, KHIEV Pirom


9. Describe any ethical, social, gender or environmental issues or risks that should be noted in relation to your proposed research project.

	None



References and plagiarism: 
Applicants should also be very careful to avoid any appearance of plagiarism. Any text that is borrowed from another source should be carefully contained between quotation marks with a reference to the source (including page number) immediately following the quotation. It is essential that we be able to distinguish what you have written yourself from what you have borrowed from elsewhere. 

Note also that copying large extracts (such as several paragraphs) from other texts is not a good practice, and is usually unacceptable. For a fuller description of plagiarism, please refer, for example, to the following website: 

· http://writing.yalecollege.yale.edu/advice-students/using-sources/understanding-and-avoiding-plagiarism 

PEP will be using a software program to detect cases of plagiarism.
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Before you begin  


Please consult the following webpages/documents regarding PEP’s expectations in terms of:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pep-net.org/fileadmin/medias/pdf/Call_for_proposal/PAGE/PAGE-3_Priority_issues.pdf" ��Specific policy issues to be addressed by projects supported under the PAGE programme�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pep-net.org/fileadmin/medias/pdf/PEP_official_documents/Guidelines_for_designing_a_proposal.pdf" ��Scientific content of eligible research project proposals�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pep-net.org/publications/research-communications/" ��Initiatives to be undertaken by PEP supported research teams in terms of policy outreach� 


Please note that : 


projects involving data collection will not be considered/selected under this final (3rd) PAGE round, with the exception of those selected under the “special call for field experiments”


plagiarism is strictly forbidden – see note on “references and plagiarism” at the end of this document/template. PEP will be using a software program to detect cases of plagiarism.
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